23/ 01/ 2005
We all did good

By Ahirudin Attan

WHEN | MET PATRICK for the first time the other day, the German | ad who's
a trainee with Daimer-Chrysler in Mal aysia | ooked so downcast that |
wondered if he had | ost soneone in the tsunam.

As it turned out, his sonmbre nood did have sonmething to do with the
killer waves which have killed over 160, 000 people in the region, although
not in any way as dramatic as | specul at ed.

"I was in Penang yesterday, we were seeing if we could offer any help to
the tsunam victins," he told nme. Together with several Ml aysian
col | eagues, Patrick hel ped cl ean up sone areas affected by the killer
waves.

He' d read about the scale of destruction caused by the tsunam in
Phuket, Banda Aceh and Sri Lanka. Hi s Mal aysi an col | eagues had asked t he
managenent to let themgo to these places to help. "They are a fantastic
lot," he said of his Ml aysian col | eagues.

The German said it. By any standard, Mal aysi ans have proved that they
are nore than just bl eeding hearts who force thenselves to give to anyone
who coul d pass off as a beggar.

As soon as they understood how big the tsunam was, Ml aysi ans gave not
just their wealth and bel ongi ngs but their energy and their hearts as
well. W& not only set up various tsunam relief funds but we sent
oursel ves, in various capacity, to help.

And we gave without any care of whether those victins were in Acheh or
in Sri Lanka.

W were not just generous; we were creative, too. Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad rai sed nore than RM600, 000 driving donors around the Sepang race
track. Datin Seri Endon Mahnood, the Prinme Mnister's wife, raised RML.5
mllion with two songs at a charity concert |ast week. Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n
was i n Banda Aceh to study the possibility of Ml aysia "adopting”

t housands of children who I ost their parents to the tsunam.

But some Mal aysi ans, as usual, just could not grow their small minds.

The holier-than-thou el enents, especially, were working overtine.

Some questioned the "purity" of noney donated by certain quarters
i nvol ved with activities rendered "nonhal al "

Sone accused you of not giving and not hel ping, just because your nane
was not in the papers. Nestle, which brought us Maggi and M1 o, anong
other things, was a victimof this better-than-thou. It sent out press
statenents | ast week in defence of itself and its enpl oyees.

"I't has been brought to our attention that sone parties have highlighted
the lack of financial support by nultinational corporation such as Nestle
inthe aftermath of the tsunam disaster in Malaysia and the region." "W
would |ike to take this opportunity to clarify that despite the |ack of
publicity .. Nestle has contributed substantially in terns of resources,
products and financial support to Malaysia, |ndonesia, Thailand and Sri
Lanka.

"W did not seek publicity ... as this was not our objective. Qur
i mmedi ate concern was to provide assi stance where needed nost and in the
nmost efficient, effective and qui ckest way." The statenment went on to
broadly list Nestle's track record where charity is concerned in Ml aysi a
as well as in the international scene.

| amnot crazy about MIlo or Maggi, but | nust say that even by
Mal aysi a' s hi gh standards, Nestle has done good and gi ven generously to



charity and good causes.

When | met sonmeone | knew who works closely with Nestle the other day,
told her that | thought it was unnecessary for the conpany to react to
such accusati ons.

But she said it would have been harder to just shut up. "It hurts when
someone accuses you of not doing anything in tines |ike these when you are
doing quite a bit." | told her that perhaps, in the Ml aysian context, you

shoul d never keep qui et about sonething good that you are doi ng or have
done. By telling others the good we have done, we can hope to inspire
others to do the same, or even better.

O course, you can't please everyone. You tell the world every good
thing you do and they m ght accuse you of bragging or doing it for the
publicity.

(END) Source : New Straits Tines



	We all did good (New Straits Times 23/01/2005)

