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Young Turks battle for refornms in Pas

By Abdul Razak Ahnad

Several young |l eaders in Pas have been very vocal about the need for the
party to change in order to stay relevant. ABDUL RAZAK AHVAD exam nes why
the call for change is being made, how strong the voices are, and where it
i s headi ng.

ASK Muj ahi d Yusuf what he wants from Pas, and the reply cones wi thout
hesi tati on.

"The world has changed, the country's political scenario has changed,
and Umo has changed, so Pas too needs to change in order to keep up with
t hese devel opnents. "

Changes? I n Pas?

"Yes, we need to change the nentality of our nenmbers,"” Mijahid expl ains.

"W need to change the way we interact with the public, with our
opponents, and we need to realise that we are nowin a world of practica
solutions to problenms, not rhetoric centred on the Islamc State issue
al one. "

Muj ahid's views are raising eyebrows both within and outside the party.
It would be easy for Pas to disnmiss himif he was a nere nobody.

He isn't. Miahid is a Pas Youth executive council nmenber, and his words
al so carry sonme wei ght because he is the son of the late Yusuf Rawa, the
forner Pas president whose nane is held in high esteemin the party.

Muj ahi d drew attention by speaking his mnd on Pas' failings that led to
the party's disastrous showing in the 2004 election. At the party's
annual general assenbly in August |ast year, he openly criticised the
party for failing to acknow ege its shortcomni ngs.

Muj ahid i s perhaps the nost public party figure urging reform but he is
not alone. He is backed by Pas Youth, with the novenent's head Sal ahuddin
Ayub | eading the call for change.

Both nen say that the desire for change runs deep and spreads w de anong
t he younger menbers. The call for change began in earnest after |ast
year's general election, but the voices are grow ng | ouder.

Wth Pas scheduled to hold its first post-2004 general election party
polls in June, one wonders where all these calls are headi ng.

Sal ahuddin says it is going to go all the way to the party ball ot box.

"Any individual in our political struggle who cannot adapt to change
will end up being thrown out, be they an ul ama or a professional."”

Sal ahuddin cites the ouster of former Pas president Datuk Asri Mida in
1983 as an exanpl e of the kind of change that Pas Youth is capabl e of
af fecti ng.

Pas under Asri's |eadership joined the Barisan Nasional, but the union
was short-lived, and Pas' fortunes dwindled in the 1978 general el ection.
Di ssatisfaction with Asri led to internal conflict. The party's Young
Turks - nost notably Datuk Fadzil Mhd Noor and Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi
Awang - banded toget her under Yusuf to take over the party | eadership.

Yusof's ascent led to the formalisation of the principle of |eadership
by ulama in Pas. It set the foundations for the conservativeness and
i deol ogy-driven politics that characterises the party today.

Muj ahi d, the youngest of Yusuf's 11 children, renenbers those years in
the early 1980s well. His family had returned to Mal aysi a several years
before fromlran, where Yusuf served a stint as anbassador.

"It was a significant era for Pas, but after 22 years, the time has now
come for us to re-exanm ne our situation," he says



"I salute the ulama of that generation for their acconplishment. But
it's no |l onger enough,"” says Mij ahid.

One factor driving the call for change is the party's showing at the
polls. Pas won 27 seats in the 1999 general el ection but now holds only
five. The 2004 general el ection also saw Pas | osing Terengganu and com ng
within inches of being ousted from Kel ant an.

Then there is the "Pak Lah" factor. One reason why Pas needs to change
the way it does things and howit deals with Umo is because the ruling
party has noved on.

Former Ummo president Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s conbative styl e when
dealing with Pas kept the Qpposition party occupi ed, but his successor
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi 's approach, which went down well with
voters, is making life difficult Pas.

"Abdul | ah does not engage Pas the sanme way Dr Mahathir did," says
political observer |brahimSuffian fromthe Merdeka Centre.

"Pas no | onger has a “sparring partner' so it needs to inprove on how it
articulates to the people what the party is all about."

A large concentration of younger menbers and professionals in the party
nowadays is also shifting the balance in the party and providing the
i mpetus for change.

Sal ahuddi n says the influx of younger nenmbers into Pas increased
significantly foll owi ng the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfrom Umo.
The ratio of younger (which he defined as those bel ow 50 years of age) and
ol der nenbers in Pas is now about 50: 50.

"The non-ul ama - people fromvarious professional fields - of which
there are many now in Pas, see things differently," explains Mijahid.

"They interpret things differently conpared to the traditional ulam in
Pas, and this is where the "conflict' started."

Sal ahuddi n, the 44-year-old Kubang Kerian Menber of Parlianent who took
over the | eadership of Pas Youth from Mahfuz Omar in 2003, says that it is
important for Pas to adopt a | ess confrontational approach towards Unmo.

"I think Pas should not mss the opportunity to be with the Gover nnent
on certain i ssues where we share a common stand,"” says Sal ahuddi n

"W remain steadfast in our policies, but politics is a very wide field,
and there is nuch roomfor Pas to play its part."”

Still, not everyone is convinced that Pas is able to nove in the
direction that the younger nenbers want it to take. Kel antan Umo
information chief Ml Alwi Che Ahnad is one of them

"Conme to Kelantan and you can see for yourself how strong the hatred Pas
har bours towards Umo," he says.

Alwi cites the case of nbsque congregations being led by two i mamfrom
opposi ng sides, and of Pas supporters who refuse to attend feasts
organi sed by Umo supporters because the neat slaughtered by the Umo
supporter was not consi dered hal al .

"The problemwith Pas is that their struggle is situational, which is
why they keep changing," says Alwi. "At one point they were accusing us of
bei ng infidels; nowthey want a softer approach. At one point they were
all rhetoric; nowthey want less of it."

Alwi, the MP for Ketereh, describes Sal ahuddin as a friend despite their
political differences.

"I think Salahuddin is a very good exanpl e of an open-ni nded Pas | eader,
but | don't think he can succeed because the problemwith Pas is in the
content, not the packaging."

There is also the question of how far the party | eadership will support
the call for change

"I believe Salahuddin is sincere in wanting to see change in Pas," says
political analyst Dr Mohammad Agus Yusoff from Universiti Kebangsaan



Mal aysi a.

"But unless he gets strong support fromthe party seniors, | don't think
he will be able to get very far."

Agus says that while nmuch of the noise about wanting to change is com ng
fromPas Youth and the party's younger generation, he doesn't see "a
wi despread wi |l I i ngness to change anong t he senior | eaders”.

Utimtely, the aspiration for change | eads to the question of whether
it is asign of protest towards the party president, Abdul Hadi, who
ultimately bears the responsibility for Pas' dwi ndling influence.

Bot h Sal ahuddi n and Muj ahid take great pains to enphasise that it isn't.
They say the change they are calling for falls well within a framework
accepted by Hadi and the Pas | eadership.

The duo admt that the road to change faces difficult obstacles. They
say the negative attitude by sone anong the ol der generation in Pas, a
lack of trust, and self-interests by those who believe their positions are
under threat are anmpbng the stunbling bl ocks.

But they remain steadfast in their cause.

"The younger generation detests the rhetoric-filled, narrow ni nded and
hostile politics that has cone to characterise the Pas-Umo struggle,"
says Mij ahi d.

"W want a friendlier politics, where we conpete with Umo on the issues
af fecting the people and the country."
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