31/ 10/ 2003

A L-ON-G wish list for Pak Lah

DEAR Pak Lah,

When 18 Yout hQuake readers had the privilege to neet you at your office
in Putrajaya |ast nonth, you nmade a request: you wanted young Mal aysi ans
to tell you what they hoped for fromtheir next Prime Mnister

Vell, the response was overwhelnming (as if you didn't know You the MAN
now). E-mail and letters have been flooding in since |last week, wth
hundreds of wi shes from excited teens, and sone young-at-heart adults too
So here is the wish |ist you asked for.

Congratul ati ons on your appointnment. W w sh you the very best!

* On entertainment

PLEASE allow nore international artistes to performin Malaysia.
Currently there are a lot of restrictions placed on artistes who want to
hol d concerts. For exanple, when Linkin Park canme here recently, it had to
agree to conply with a long list of rules and regul ations before it was
allowed to perform |like ensuring the nenbers kept their shirts on.

They were not allowed to wear shorts and junpi ng about was forbidden.
feel that we should relax some of the rules and regulations pertaining to
artistes performng in Mlaysia because this will only put them off from
visiting our country.

By the way, did you know that 20,000 were at Stadi um Merdeka when Linkin
Park perforned and everyone - Chinese, Ml ays, Indians, foreigners and
others - had a great time together. A natural way to muhi bah, don't you
t hi nk?

- Azlina Mohamad Kamal, 18, KL

I WANT Britney Spears to cone to Ml aysia. Another thing, we should
upgrade our public transport system | have to wait 30 minutes just to
take the bus every day to and from school. A nore efficient transport
system pl ease.

- Wng Li, 16, KL

MORE concerts! Tol ongl ah setuju (please agree) if Linkin Park agrees to
perform here again!

Concerts should be held on weekends, not on weekdays when nobst people
have to go to school the next day. It is nost likely that sone people
ski pped school the day before, on the day, or the day after to attend the
concert.

- Bonnie Chai, via e-mail

PLEASE don't dub TV progranmmes especially anine (Japanese cartoons).

Once dubbed, everything sounds so fake and the feel is gone. |I'm an anine
fan, but | cannot stand the fake voices especially the laughs). It spoils
everything. | am pretty sure nmany other teenagers feel the sanme way. Look

at progranmmes in Bahasa Ml aysia. They have English subtitles. So why
can't foreign-language shows be like that? | suggest that all shows in
foreign | anguages should have subtitles instead of being dubbed

- Law Ji Mn, via e-mail

MY name is Ridhwana Anmalina Rusli. | am 15 years old and | am from Kot a
Bar u.

Here's my wish |ist:

1) Bring nore rock concerts to Mal aysi a.

2) Wen Linkin Park comes here again to perform please give it the
green |ight!

- Ina via e-mail, Kota Baru



AS you know, the Censorship Board edits or bans nearly everything that
i nvol ves hal f-naked wonen, kissing scenes and swearing. Instead of editing
out these elenents, we should classify the shows into broader categories.

Now, we have only U, 18SX, 18SG and 18PL.

Despite the 18SX | abel, the Censorship Board still edits the above-
nmentioned el enents, which are seen as budaya kuning from the West. Wat is
the point of categorising these programmes then? | think it's an insult to
those over 18, who are mature enough to differentiate between right and
wr ong.

I would like to propose the U rating for the general public, PG 13 for
those aged 13 and bel ow, and 18SX for everyone aged 18 and above. Pl ease
don't edit any scenes fromthe above-18 category. W pay RMLO to watch a
novie in the cinema. Imagine sitting through two hours of constant
bl eepi ng and edited scenes. Wiat is there to enjoy?

Which brings ne to another issue, the ban inposed on the novie
Daredevil. A lot of people were upset with this decision which was based
solely on the word "devil". First of all, you are not supposed to
translate the word literally.

The novi e was banned sinply because "devil" translates to syaitan in
Mal ay, when "daredevil" means soneone who is brave enough to do sonething.

It has made Ml aysia a | aughing stock, what nore with the rules inposed
on Linkin Park governing what they should not do onstage

It's enbarrassing to read online nessage boards where everyone is saying
how stupid the country is. You should know though, that there were
Mal aysi ans who defended our country.

In an episode of family sitcom Malcolmin the Mddle, the word "breasts"
was bl eeped. Come on, breasts are a nornmal thing - all wonen have them
Why should it be censored? It's nothing to be ashamed of.

Keepi ng people in the dark by censoring words |ike "sex" and editing out
ki ssing scenes and the like will make those who are not exposed to these
el ements curious and want to experinent for thenselves. Wat happens next?

- Mol ek Kasa, via e-mail

* On education

I URGE you to build nore local universities in specialised fields of
study |i ke engineering, and liberal arts colleges. Specialised training
shoul d be given to students earlier so that tinme is not wasted |earning
subj ects that have no practical value to them School hours should be
changed, preferably from9amto 3pm every day.

- Kartika Muthu, 17, KL

THEY shoul d reduce the nunmber of subjects taught in school so we can
concentrate on them better. | believe Pendidi kan Mdral and History are
irrelevant and a waste of time to a science student. W should add
subjects like Biotech and others in specialised science fields.

- Mageswary Arsohgah, 18, KL

ALTHOUGH our country produces many hi gh-achi evers, we seemto | ose many
of themto other countries, especially Singapore. | hope we can stop this
brain drain as soon as possible. Provide nore scholarships to high
achievers; don't wait for other countries to offer them free education. If
this goes on, we will lose nore of our top engineers, scientists,
researchers and the |ike.

- Kaartik Pal ani appan, 21, Kuantan

SCHOOLS shoul d focus nore on hands-on | earning instead of textbook-based
teaching. That way students will be able to better apply thenselves in the
working world. Sonme things |'ve read in the textbook work only in theory
but not in practice

- Adrian Low, 17, Klang

I THINK there should be a change in the way students are taught. At the



nonment, we are following the British education system but | feel we
shoul d change our system to include sonme aspects of the Anmerican school
system Under the British system we seemto do a lot of menorising and |
hate nmenorising. In the American education system critical thinking and
anal ysis are encouraged, and students are expected to participate in class
di scussions and debates. | think it would be useful for Ml aysians to
learn how to think critically and to question whatever information they're
given instead of just menorising a long list of facts

- Beulah Malathi, 17, KL

PLEASE abolish the need for school uniforns! The weather is so warm It
can be pretty unconfortable and difficult to concentrate on the lesson if
we're always perspiring under our shirts that do not absorb sweat.

- Jasnmine Elanie, 16, KL

THERE shoul d be nore funds set aside for education to assist students
from poor famlies.

At the nonment, many students are even struggling to pay the nost basic
school fees. The problem gets worse when it's time to apply to coll eges
and universities. To conmbat this problem the Governnment should offer nore
schol arships to those in need of financial aid.

- Sadatul Shima Abdul Hamid, 18, KL

PLEASE reduce the prices of inported books and other reading materials
or give us an allowance to buy academ c books which can be very costly.

O fer special rates to students who use public transport such as the
LRT, buses and taxis.

I f possible, the Governnment should provide an allocation for students to
travel to places within Malaysia during school holidays as part of the
"Cuti-cuti Ml aysia" canpaign

Hear us out before inplenmenting any new policy especially if it affects
us directly.

Revi ew the all owance for undergraduates who are on governnent
schol arship. W only receive RVM345 per month and we can't survive on that
especially for us who study in KL.

- Hygi nus Lester, Kuala Lunpur

I WSH | did not have to nenorise nost of ny | essons in school. For
exanple, | have to nenorise the debit and credit for ny Prinsip Akaun.
It's a chore, and | don't think there are any businesses that prepare
their accounts the way we learn in school. Please help us understand what
we learn. | heard on TV that there is a software to |earn accounting. Wy
can't we use that in school ?

- Abu Koster, via e-mail

I AM a Form Three student. Since science and maths are taught in English
in Form One this year, why don't we teach these two subjects in English in
Standard Four in 2005. | think they will benefit because they will then
have a foundation studying science and maths in English when they enter
Form 1.

- WIIliam Kong, 15, Kual a Lunpur

I AMa Sixth Form student who desires to get into a public university
next year. My friends in university told nme that public universities only
offer Internet access in the conputer lab and the lab is always filled
with students waiting their turn to use the conputers.

Sonetines, they are forced to go to cyber cafés outside canpus and pay a
high fee for slow Internet service

As an exanple, Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia told its students that
they could expect Internet access in their dormin June. But, Novenber is
al ready upon us and there is still no sign of a telephone line in their
room Students need access to the Net for up-to-date information to help
themin their studies. | hope this will be attended to as soon as



possi bl e.

Lastly, keep it up, Pak Lah! You' ve been doing great.

- Coral Lean, 18, via e-nmuil

IT would be great if university entrance requirenents were based not
only on acadenmic results (70 per cent) but on co-curricular activities as
well (30 per cent) so that you have students who are all-rounders equi pped
with the necessary social skills.

- Moveendra Puspanat han, 16, Serenban

I WSH you would cancel the national service progranme. | ama girl, and
| don't think girls should undergo nmilitary training as we are not as
strong as the boys. Al ny female friends feel the sanme way too. | think
it should be only conpul sory for the boys and not for girls. | really hope
you will consider this.

- Ee Tieng, via e-mail.

* On sports

IT would be great if there were adequate sports facilities in every
residential area. My friends and | |ove playing basketball but we have to

go back to school to play. Public courts are usually fully booked and
expensive. W need nore courts for youths to play.

- Sean Tan, 15, KL

On racial unity

VWE want nmore racial integration! W want a multicultural conmunity
living harnmoniously - not just on the surface but with deep, genuine
effort. W want to be real Ml aysians, treated as Ml aysians, fairly and
wi t hout discrinination.

We do not want the present "step-child" feeling or to be treated like
second-class citizens. W want all our teachers to treat us equally. W
want all bosses to regard our parents, brothers, sisters, uncles and aunts
as Mal aysi ans, not as non- Ml ay, non-Mislim workers.

W want our parents to come home happy and not stressed out over the
discrimnation at their workplaces. Qur parents are hardworki ng governnent
servants.

We ask that you hel p Mal aysi ans based on soci o-econonic factors, not on
racial, religious and gender grounds.

Thank you and nay God bl ess and | ead you.

- Carina, 15, and Kenneth Low, 13, Kuala Lumnpur.

| AMreally glad that you are taking over as Prinme Mnister. | know that
you have been chosen by God to be the head of this beautiful country. |
wi sh you would really set up a task force to help the Indians who are
backward in all fields. W will all suffer the consequences if we do not
hel p them They need help and tine is crucial

Pl ease Pak Lah do sonmething to deliver them fromthe curse of al coho
abuse and poverty. The Indians have served this country as long as | can
renmenber. My father was a senior conductor in the estates and we have a
right to share in the prosperity of this nation, to enjoy the good things
that this country has for us.

I believe that this opportunity has been given to ne so that | mght be
the voice of those who want to rise up and be counted as true Ml aysi ans.

I am proud to be a Malaysian and | love this beautiful country where we
live in confort and peace.

God bless all who have contributed to nake this nation a prosperous one.

- Theresa Marshall, Sitiawan

* On politics

I WOULD like to suggest appointing a teenage senator to help the
CGover nment understand better the problens faced by his peers, particularly
with regards to issues like drug abuse. A teenager will be in a better
position than an adult to understand these issues.



All this while, we have listened to our problens discussed in Parlianent
by senior citizens. W are not given the chance to explain our problens
publicly and this gives rise to discrimnation against the younger
generation. Thus | feel it is inportant to have a young voice heard in
parl i ament.

After all, it is the young who are going to take over the administration
of the nation. The old have to give way to the young, but if the young
have no place anong the old, they will not have anyone to talk to or

explain their problenms to.

- Fatin Natasha, 16, Kota Baru

* On speed traps and crooked cops

One of the negative aspects in Milaysia, | feel, has been the speed trap
cops, who | think should be better deployed to reduce the nation's crine
rate.

I'd like to wish you good luck. | think you will nake a good Prine
M nister with your cool and matured approach.

We | ook forward to nore good things to cone.

- Chew Sam Li

* On nedical services for the poor

COULD you look into providing better nedical services to the public and
setting reasonable nmedical fees in private hospitals. As it is, the latter
are charging exhorbitant fees. If the Governnent does not look into this

matter and set a maximum limt for all charges, things will get out of
hand one day, when the poor would rather die than be admitted into
hospital for nmedical attention. It will be very sad even though we have

the best facilities.

- Samant ha, KL

* Then there's the all-enconpassing wi sh |ist

HERE is ny wish [ist:

1. The first wish is concerning electricity conservation. It would be
nice if all the lights except the streetlights are switched off at night
once a nonth in KL. This would save energy and |ower electricity bills.

2. Please allow nore rock concerts here. Not just only rock, it could be
hi p hop, punk rock, and nore by artistes |like Jennifer Lopez, Mssy Elliot
and Eminem And when there's a concert, it would be good if there is an
aut ogr aph- si gni ng session, where fans all line up to get their autographs
(for free). At the recent Linkin Park concert, | was disappointed because
| couldn't get their autographs. | can listen to their songs any day but
their autographs are hard to come by.

3. | see nmany pieces of idle |land everywhere. They can be turned into
parks. Wy | eave themidl e?

4. Build nore skate parks - not just in big cities or obscure places
(like the one in Jalan Ipoh, KL). Hey, | have an idea! Build skate parks

in every town! Putrajaya doesn't have a skate park yet! I'ma really |ousy
skat eboarder because | can't go to the skateboard parks often to practise
Most of them are too far away and my parents aren't willling to drive

there all the time.

5. Set up tenporary hones for the nmany honel ess people. Get counsellors
to guide themto get suitable jobs to support thenselves. And they can
| eave the tenporary home when they are able to stand on their own two
feet.

6. | amsure you will lead Malaysia as wisely as Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharead.

- I man
* Thank you, Pak Lah, for taking the time to read this. W hope you can
hel p us. Good luck in your new job and congratul ati ons!
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