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Peopl e of Sabah put on great show in Merdeka celebration finale

Joni st on Bangkuai

DESPI TE the possibility of a downpour, the people of Sabah canme out in
full force for the closing cerenony of the Merdeka Month cel ebrations in
Kota Ki nabal u on Tuesday.

The unpredictable weather was not a factor as everyone was in a festive
nood. They were there to show their gratitude for the peace and prosperity
they have enjoyed since independence.

There was a slight drizzle midway but it did not in any way danpen the
spirits of the estimted 100,000 people. They stood their ground right to
the end of the progranme.

The crowd started streaming into the Likas Sports Conplex as early as at
2pm They have probably nade up their minds fromthe outset that they
woul d enjoy the celebrations whether rain or shine. Every nook of the
sports complex was filled.

The people of Sabah were indeed intent on denonstrating their spirit of
patriotismand | ove for the country.

They cane fromall walks of |life and fromall corners of Sabah, sone
fromas far as Senporna, Lahad Datu, Tawau, Sandakan and Kudat.

Even the disabled did not want to be left out as they cane in droves to
wat ch proceedings on a specially erected screen at the conplex. Their
presence nmade the gathering the largest ever in the history of Sabah, and
per haps Mal aysi a.

Merdeka Mont h organi sing chai rman Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
it was the |argest Merdeka Day cel ebrations he had ever seen.

"Sabah has set a new benchmark in terms of attendance,” Abdul Kadir said
in his speech, to |oud applause and cheers from the crowd.

Sone may want to argue that it was the live performances by popul ar
singers Siti Nurhaliza, Canelia, Abu Bakar Ellah and students from Akadem
Fant asi a which attracted the crowd.

But the |loud shouts of Merdeka that reverberated around the conplex and
the way the crowd sang patriotic songs while waving mni Jalur Genilang
suggest ed ot herw se

As a gesture of appreciation, the State Government decl ared yesterday
(Sept 17) a public holiday as a token of appreciation for the people of
Sabah, especially those who had worked tirelessly to nmake the event a
resoundi ng success.

In announcing the public holiday at the end of the cerenony, Chief
M ni ster Datuk Misa Aman sai d i ndependence has given the people of Sabah,
and all Mal aysians, an opportunity to enjoy prosperity and devel opnent.

"I ndependence nmeans a lot to the people of Sabah," he said.

The public holiday was indeed a fitting way of recognising the support
of those who have hel ped nmake the celebrations a success, especially
those who spent hours on the road to cone to the event.

Sone had cone to pay tribute to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who will be retiring next nonth.

This was evident when the crowd erupted in cheers at the end of a
special video clip aired as a tribute to Dr Mahathir for his invaluable
service and contribution to the country.

"I thought Dr Mahathir was coming," said an elderly man who endured a
seven-hour drive from Tawau with the hope of shaking Dr Mahathir's hand

The people of Sabah can be excused for being in a celebratory nood as
the cl osing cerenony coincided with the day Sabah, then known as British



North Borneo, together with Sarawak, Singapore and Mal aya forned the
federation of Malaysia in 1963.

Sept 16 is also gazetted as the official birthday of the Yang di-Pertua
Negeri to mark the Ml aysi a Day.

The event organising chairman Datuk Anifah Aman and nenbers of his
organi sing conmittee deserve a pat on their backs for a job well done

I ndeed, Sabah and its people have provided a perfect culmnation to the
nmont h-1 ong Merdeka cel ebrati ons.
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