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A fitting farewell gift for Dr Mahathir as we soar into space

Dzul ki fli Abdul Razak

LI MA 03, which ends today, has been an unqualified success by any
reckoni ng. The performance of Lima, fromits hunble inception to the

sophi sticated show this year, can confortably live up to the saying of the
anci ent Chinese strategist, Sun Tzu

"Conme |like the wind, go like lightning", Sun Tzu had said in his book
The Art of War.

We hope the progress nade by the maritine and aerospace industries, too,
can al so be characterised by that saying. This will be the best farewell
gift to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad who is scheduled to
step down later this nmonth. Yes, a fitting tribute to Dr Mahathir, the nan
who got Lima going 12 years ago.

And as sure as there will always be aeroplanes in the skies, and ships
navi gating the seas, Dr Mahathir's legacy will continue.

Al ready Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, the Prime Mnister-in-waiting
has given the assurance that Linma will continue as one of Malaysia's
prem er events.

This is good news not only for Lima enthusiasts, but also for those
i nvol ved in science and technol ogy.

Moreover, the maritine and aerospace industries are of strategic
i nportance to the country, and in fact, to the world. The increasing |eve
of violence worldwi de has nmade defence and security a national priority.

Mal aysi an | ndustry-Government Group for H gh Technology (Mght), inits
2002 annual report, said: "The Government has paid nuch attention to the
aerospace industry as it sees it as a provider of spin-offs in cutting-
edge technol ogy benefiting industries such as autonotive and
t el econmuni cati ons. "

The nation's entry into the space sector basically, according to M ght,
seeks to explore available scientific, technol ogical and business
opportuniti es.

The advanced technology in this sector will naturally create spin-offs
in the areas of materials, electronics and software.

And events like Lima 03 - the best and the biggest yet - can anply
provide the platformto nmeet the needs of the country through interaction
and sharing of know edge in relation to state-of-the-art technol ogy.

More than 100 aircraft participated in the show this year, including
sone of the latest such as the Su-30MK, FA-18F Super Hornet, F-16CD, MG
29N and Denel Rooi val k.

In addition, leading aircraft conpanies fromthe US, Europe and Russia
nmade their presence felt with famliar nanes |i ke Boei ng, Airbus, Augusta
West | and, Sukhoi, to nane a few, prominently displaying their aircraft.

The maritinme display also had the participation of at | east 80 vessels,
i ncl udi ng warships, off the waters of Tanjung Malai. There was al so a
hydrofoil from Ukrai ne on show for the first tine.

Many worl d | eaders in shipbuilding and construction also took part this
ti me around.

Lima gives the Malaysian maritine industry the platformto transform
itself fromthe traditional outlook and activities into a dynam ¢ and
vi brant econom c contributor as well as becom ng a gl obal | eader

Li ma has soared way beyond what it was in 1991 with nore than 800
conpani es and exhibitors from25 countries taking part this year

Overall, the nunber of visitors was estimted at nore than 100, 000.



No | ess inmportant are the local counterparts. For exanple, the
Conposi tes Technol ogy Research Malaysia (CTRM and its Eagle surveillance
aircraft system made a distinct presentation.

Devel oped in partnership with the Royal Ml aysian Air Force, the Eagle
ARV can be used in a "manned" configuration and it can al so be fl own
"unmanned", controlled froma ground station

CTRM ably denonstrated a significant capacity to nanufacture and supply
hi gh technol ogy conposite conponents for the industry. Sone of these were
on show at Lima "03.

At the sanme tinme, the first marine engine to be nmade in Malaysia is also
becoming a reality with the introduction of the "PSC D esel Engine" by
Penang Shi pbui |l di ng and Construction Sdn Bhd.

The engine is described as the engine for growh for the marine industry
cluster, according to the official daily Linma 2003 on Tuesday, as
envi saged under the Ml aysi an Second I ndustrial Master Plan

Granted Malaysia is just starting out in the aerospace and naritine
i ndustries, but the smart partnerships forged during Lina will help the
country rapidly up the I earning curve.

New t echnol ogi es, together with sub-contract manufacturing for exanple,
can also lead to the growmh of potential new export markets using |oca
conponents where possi bl e.

A conprehensi ve technol ogy transfer and training programme wll enable
capacity building in design and manufacturing processes involving dynam c
conponents and advanced conposite rotor bl ades.

Over the years, Lima has avail ed such opportunities for Ml aysia. Anbng
the | atest would be the possible establishment of a new training,
techni cal service and nai ntenance centre in Mal aysia for the Sukhoi Su-30
air-craft follow ng the decision to purchase the aircraft.

Al these strategic arrangenents augur well for the country with the
vi ew to devel opi ng | ong-term partnerships to raise human resources and
i ndustrial standards.

Anot her significance of Lima “03 was the involvenment of the new y-forned
Nat i onal Space Agency that was established in July last year to plan for
and co-ordinate Malaysia's requirements in aerospace and satellite
t echnol ogy.

Under its unbrella, Universiti Sains Ml aysia, Universiti Teknol og
Mal aysi a and Uni versity Kebangsaan Mal aysia were invited to exhibit their
research work.

* The witer is Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Sains Ml aysia
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