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A good tinme to correct nisconceptions about Islam

Rusl i na Yusoff
WHI LE Islam has al ways advocated tol erance and peace, the recent spate of
bonbi ngs by extrenmists is sending out confusing signals to the world

The O C summit which begins on Cct 11 here is an opportune tine to
correct the misconceptions about Islam which is perceived as encouragi ng
terrorism

I ndonesia's charge d' affaires in Mlaysia, Suherman Gbon, has suggested
that O C take the | ead by denonstrating that |Islam tol erates other
religions. Suhernan adds that Malaysia has clearly shown people with
different religions can |ive peacefully together

"True Islamc teachings have never endorsed terrorism" says Suhernman
who has been with the enbassy in Kuala Lunmpur for the past two years.

I sl am enphasi ses peace and har nony.

The Jemaah |sl am yah issue had reinforced these misconceptions, Suhernman
said. He gave an assurance that Indonesia would apprehend the culprits and
bring themto justice. Suherman, who has also served as a diplomat in
Paki stan, Syria and Saudi Arabia, says the |Indonesian Governnent agrees
terrorism cannot be conpletely w ped out unless the root causes - whether
poverty, injustice or unilateral action - are addressed. Conbating
terrorism also nmeans elinmnating the core reasons for poverty, injustice
and illiteracy, which inplies protecting the true values of |slam

Urging that terrorism be inmediately halted, Suherman said |ndonesia
would Iike to see O C endorse a single voice to condemn unil ateral action
agai nst countries without the sanction of the United Nations Security
Counci | .

Efforts to elinmnate terrorism should never be discrimnatory in nature,
either on racial or religious grounds, he said.

Describing Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad as a | eader not
only for Ml aysia, but also soneone who is vocal against injustice in the
worl d, he hoped that the sunmmit would play a nore effective role to
"pronote the interests of its menbers, especially for the welfare and the
peaceful existence of the Islamc community as well as the world".

I ndonesi a believes Ml aysia, which has vast experience wth
i nternational conferences, will make the OC sumit a success.

"A C shoul d achi eve conmon grounds to face gl obal chall enges, especially
a conmmon approach to solve international problens, not only on politica
i ssues but also the econony, technology as well as social problens such as
poverty, backwardness and illiteracy."

There is strength in unity and Suhernen believes unity anmong the 57 O C
menbers is possible only if all work together towards sustainable
devel opnent, peace, and stability. The O C,  he says, should endorse co-
operation in various sectors such as econony, technical as well as in the
i nformati on and comuni cati on technol ogy sectors.

It should not only be discussing political matters but also the question
of intensifying co-operation in econonic issues.

"W have to push for snmart partnership which will benefit all involved
The busi ness comunities should exploit opportunities to build strategic
alliances to ensure devel opment and progress,"” Suherman said. He was proud
that | ndonesia had played its role in pronoting co-operation and
solidarity anbng nenber States.

Suherman said as OC s chairman of the Conmittee Eight, it had assisted
the M ndanao Muslins in the southern Philippines in seeking a fair and



just solution via negotiations with the Philippine Governnent.

On the Mddle East crisis, Suherman urged that all parties involved
solve the problem through negotiations. The United States, European Union
and Russia should guarantee that they will treat all parties involved on
an equal footing. Such an approach would help the true teachings of I|slam
to pre-vail.

As for the O C declarations, he said they should reflect and enphasi se
co-operation. "At the same tine, it should stress the inportance of unity,
dignity, progress as well as the welfare of the world popul ace.™
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