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A popul ar and hunbl e student

Ai da Ahnad
"WE never know what will transpire further down the road in our lives
Back in the 50s and 60s, life was sinple as it always centred on studies

and some extra co-curricular activities.

"But | never inmagined ny good old friend Abdullah would be the next
Prime Mnister of Ml aysia," said | awyer-cum busi nessman G Ret hi nasany,
who studied at Bukit Mertajam H gh School with Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi from 1953 to 1957.

The two boarded the sane bus to school virtually every day, from Form
One to Form Five, and it was then that they cenented their friendship.

"I had to travel 24 kilonetres every day to school in BM (Bukit
Mertaj am) because ny parents' house then was in Pokok Machang, Tasek
Gel ugor.

"Abdul l ah also had to conmute on the same bus from Kepal a Bat as.

"Even after school, we would head hone on the sane bus,"” he said when
met at his law firmin Jalan Bagan Luar in Butterworth

Ret hi nasany sai d Abdul | ah, who was a Boy Scout and the school magazine
editor, was a workaholic who was popular with his classnates.

"Abdul l ah was a patrol |eader in Scout canmp while | was a cross-country
runner.

"l guess that was where he got his leadership skills from" he said.

Ret hi nasany, 64, said he never expected Abdullah, who refers to him as
Sany, to be where he is now as they never discussed politics during their
adol escent years.

He said Abdull ah always attended school wearing a songkok and was a
stickler for neatness.

"He was very particular about his attire and al ways conscious of his
religious obligations because of his background, but he never inposed his
religious principles on others.

"One of ny favourite nmenories was that of weekends, when | would go over
to his house and his nother, Datuk Khailan Hassan, would offer ne sone
kopi O and freshly-nade pulut udang. Needless to say, she was a good cook,
so a visit during Hari Raya becane a nust for me after that.

"She had a sweet notherly personality, but his father, Datuk Ahmad
Badawi Abdul | ah, the headnaster of a religious school just across the road
from their house was sonmewhat reserved and very strict with his children."

Bot h Ret hi nasany and Abdullah also went to school with Abdullah's
cousi ns, Manap Abdullah and Tel ekom Mal aysia Bhd chairman Tan Sri Ml Radzi
Mansor .

Ret hi nasany said Manap was the prankster anmong their classmates and
al ways pl ayed j okes on Abdul | ah.

"I'n school, Abdullah always carried a big canvas bag to lug his heavy
| oad of books.

"One day after school, Abdullah and | were wal king towards the bus stop
and he noticed that his bag was unusual |y heavy.

"He opened the bag and subsequently found a big brick inside. He turned
to me and said, "Sany, this is the work of that rascal Manap!'."

After 1958, Rethinasanmy |ost contact with Abdull ah.

"Both of us were offered the choice of continuing Form Six at Methodi st
Boys School but | chose St Xavier's Institution because it was nearer to
the ferry term nal

"I left for the United Kingdomto read |law at Lincoln's Inn in August



1970 while Abdullah left for Kuala Lumpur to obtain his degree in Islanic
studies at Universiti Ml aya," he said.

Ret hi nasany returned four years later, but it was only in 1977 that he
again net up with Abdullah, who was by then Kepala Batas MP, during Hari
Raya Aidilfitri at his house in Kepal a Batas.

"Since then, | have never failed to visit himduring Hari Raya.

"He is still the same hunble and sinple chap | spent recess with at
school .

"I always nake time to neet up with himat his functions in Penang, and
when he sees me, he will put his arm around ny shoul der and introduce ne
as his classmate to friends and dignitaries, including Penang Chief
M nister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon.

"At one of the functions, he said to Koh, "My friend Sany here is a
| awyer and a businessman so you better be careful!'," he said, |aughing.

The class of Form Five A from BM Hi gh School net at a reunion dinner
| ast nonth at Petronas Club in KLCC, hosted by Abdull ah.

Many of his closest friends, now architects, engineers and teachers,
attended the dinner, said Rethinasany, adding that Abdullah said he wanted
to make the reunion an annual event to relive menories with his school
buddi es.

Ret hi nasany was confident that Abdullah would be able to successfully
take over Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s responsibilities.

"He will definitely succeed because Dr Mahathir, an acconplished
politician, has absolute trust in himto lead the country.
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