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Arole in ensuring justice in world

Ram an Sai d
FOR Mal aysia, the Non-Aligned Sunmmit in Kuala Lunpur signifies a feather
inits cap, given the role it has played in the novenent over the years

For Tan Sri Ahmad Kamil Jaafar, the Prime Mnister's special envoy, who
has been involved in NAM summits since 1972, the event is all the nore
nmeani ngf ul considering NAM is an event close to his heart.

The 66-year-old diplomat reninisced about the old days when del egates
and officials attending the sunmt were still in the process of
"nmoder ni sing thenmsel ves". He gave a tongue-in-cheek, at tines hunorous,
account, of his experiences at past sunmits when "things were not as
snoot h".

"I was at the Algiers Sunmit where neetings were set at 10am but never
started until evening. One day (former Prime Mnister) Tun Abdul Razak saw
me at his villa at 8am and renmarked' “~Ch, you are very early', to which |
replied "No, | just canme back from a neeting'. He then ordered ne to sleep
and even offered me his villa.™

At another summit, Kamil recalled arriving late at an airport before
proceeding to his hotel. As there was no one around at the hotel, he did
what he thought was the nost logical thing at that tine: break into his
room and going to sleep.

He is confident, however, that delegates at Kuala Lunpur will not have
to go through these inconveniences. In ternms of |ogistics and
preparations, he says not many problens are expected this time around, an
assurance bol stered by the fact that Ml aysia had passed with flying
colours in hosting events like the Commobnweal th Heads of Governnent
Meeting and G15.

"l am confident we will be an excellent host and an effective chairman
until the next summt."
Kanmi |, who ended his service with the Government as the Foreign Mnistry

secretary-general, says the recognition given to Ml aysia by the
international world is not sonmething that cane overnight, and he stresses
that | eadership plays a crucial role.

"Yes, we becane very active because of the Prime Mnister. People wll
listen to you if your country is stable, prosperous and there is no
trouble in your own backyard

"W are one country that has done well, noving up the econonic | adder
from an agro-based econony to an industrial one. This did not happen
overnight and you need a |leader with a vision and the ability to realise
the vision."

He says Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s | eadership and vision will be
one difficult feat to be matched by ot her |eaders.

"He is not only a man with a vision but a nman who makes sure the vision
is realised. For exanple, just look at Putrajaya today ... it is a
reality. This is an icon, a nonunent perhaps to his vision."

Stressing that his words were his views and not representative of the
Government, he says his goal is to inpart his perceptions of the grouping
then and now.

"We came into NAM after sone difficulties. | was involved in the NAM
bureau from 1972 to 1975 when | was serving as Ml aysia's deputy pernanent
representative at the United Nations in New York. It was a difficult
period at that time, the Vietnam War was going on; there were problens
related to the setting up of the Governnment in Canbodia by the United



States, which we had to sonmehow defend; it was a period of heightened Cold
War; East and West, there were a lot of issues we had to deal wth

"One of the difficult issues we had to deal with was the war in Vietnam
the legitimacy of the Lon Nol CGovernment; the question of Chile where
Presi dent (Salvador) Allende was ousted by a coup, and which today has
been accepted as an Anerican-instigated coup where General Augusto
Pi nochet was installed. These issues had sonehow al nost split the
nmovement . "

On Canbodi a, he says Mal aysia took a strong position because it is a
nei ghbour: at one Foreign Mnisters' neeting, Mlaysia walked out with
Laos and Myanmar because of a split within the ranks of NAM particularly
wi thin the bureau.

"Looking at it on hindsight, it was not a very good nove to wal k out of
the neeting as we wanted to continue playing a noderate role. The reason
why we took the position was because we felt the problens of Canbodia was
a problem of Sout heast Asia, therefore, we should be able to provide input
regardi ng which way NAM should take. But that is history now "

According to Kam |, another problem he faced in his capacity as a nenber
of the NAM bureau was the question of the zone of peace, freedom and
neutrality or ZOPFAN.

"After a neeting in Brunei, Tun Abdul Razak was inspired by the idea of
neutrality and he canme back with the idea to set up the zone in this
region. W had a very tough time getting NAM to endorse that.

"At the sumrit in Algiers, we failed to get the endorsenment because the
guestion being asked was, "If it was a zone of peace, freedom and
neutrality, why was an Asian country being used as a |aunchpad for the
Ameri can bonbardnment of Vietnan?' "

He outlined many other challenges, one of which was how NAM pl ayed a
role in the unfolding political situation in the West.

"There were countries in NAMregarded as pro-East but there were al so
countries nore synpathetic to the West, so nmuch so that the position of
NAM at that tinme was questioned by sonme countries."

NAM however, continued to actively play its role, putting enphasis not
only on political issues confronting the world, but also on economc
i ssues, with an overall focus on what menber nations can do for thenselves
as a group of devel oping countries. This, he says, is a role the nmovenent
continues to play to this day.

How does he view unity among NAM nenbers now conpared with the
movenent's difficult years in the 1960s and 1970s?

Circunstances have changed, he says, as during the Cold War, there were
NAM nenbers synpathetic to the Wst or East bl oc.

"Most political issues then were related to conflict between the West
and East, but we do not have that today. O course they are people who
owed a lot to the superpowers but | think even such countries |ook at
things in a different way now "

Is NAM strong enough to stop Anerica' s hegenony? He says nenbers have to
reach a consensus first on the kind of role they should and could play,
then work with others outside the nmovenent sharing simlar perceptions.

"It is a challenge nore because NAM is large with 114 nenbers. W are
spread out throughout the world, we have our own enphasis and priorities
within our own region. But on big issues, especially where it touches on

the principle of fairness and justice, | don't think anyone can depart
from the conmon perception. We all believe in peace and security
and want to contribute something to it. | think there is a role here for

NAM to focus and | think we can do sonething."
He says it is expected of powerful nations to disniss other people's
vi ews because that was how they are expected to act.



"So, it is up to us. W should regard their tendency to reject views not
conpatible to theirs as a challenge, to face it in a way that would bring
sone kind of recognition.”

The Vietnam War, he says, was lost in the streets of the US when
Ameri cans denonstrated. "Perhaps, the sane thing can happen again. There
are reports of nany denonstrations in the US and other countries

"I think people who believe in not going to war in Ilrag will continue to
voice their objections. | subscribe to views that if there is going to be
a war, it will have serious repercussions.

"We have to look at the ramifications of going to war, what w Il happen

to the Mddl e East and el sewhere and how to get rid of terrorismwhen the
anger is so deep and great. These are things that NAM should | ook at and I
think they wll.

"Again, chances are the US will not give nuch consideration to us but
this does not nean NAM shoul d not do anything and just watch fromthe
sidelines."

For this summit, he says he hopes the |eaders will give nore weight to
solving the Mddle East crisis. "How nuch |onger can they (Pal estinians)
endure the hardship?"

He says that after the Cold War, questions were raised as to whet her NAM
was rel evant.

He says that it is, nore so now after the events of Sept 11, 2001.

"I think it should play an active role in seeing there is justice in the
world. | am nore concerned with what is happening, the way things are
devel opi ng where before we had two poles, but now there is only one
super power .

"What do we see in this superpower? |Is there going to be a Pax Anmerica?
What do we do in that instance? To nme, NAM should see to it that Pax
Anerica is not established and not becone a new order."

Touching on Dr Mahathir's role, he says it was crucial. The Prine
M ni ster has been recogni sed as one statesman who can | ead NAM forward, he
says.

"I don't think this being his last few nmonths in office can affect the
| eadership of NAM in Ml aysia. | expect the principles and direction of
NAM to be set in Kuala Lunmpur. | am happy that NAM will be held here under
his | eadership."
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