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A united three mllion Umo force can nove the world

Har dev Kaur

THE strength of Malaysia is dependent on the unity of the Ml ays and Umo.
Wthout unity within the largest conponent of the Barisan Nasional the
country will be weak and its popul ation not able to enjoy the benefits of
devel opnent or the current standard of |iving.

Wth disunity, Ml aysia, having gained independence from the British,
may end up being col onised once again. This tinme it could be economc
col oni sation as has happened in many countries. They have political
i ndependence but not economi ¢ i ndependence and are unable to make their
own decisions. They are dictated to by foreign institutions, corporations
and foreign interests.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his deputy Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Badawi have both repeatedly stressed the inportance of unity
among Mal ays and Ml aysi ans. They both repeated their call for unity at
the on-going Umo general assenbly. Wthout unity and strength there is
nothing to be gained, not even political independence.

The inmportance of unity was clearly denonstrated when Tengku Abdul
Rahman |l ed a delegation to London in 1956 to negotiate for independence
It was the unity and consensus of the representatives of the Malay rulers
that clinched the agreenent for Merdeka.

Sul tan Ibrahim of Johor was the nobst senior Sultan anong the Ml ay
rulers and therefore his consent for independence was crucial. But it is
said that he was not keen for Malaya to gain i ndependence as soon as
possi bl e because he felt that the Mal ays were not ready. But the other
rulers agreed with Tengku that they should press ahead for independence

Thus, Datuk Mbhd Seth Mohd Said, a nenber of Tengku's del egation as
acting Menteri Besar of Johor, had a heavy responsibility. According to
Jen (Rtd) Tan Sri Mohd Ghazali Seth, the instructions to his father, Mohd
Seth, from the Johor Sultan were "not to commit to anything definite on
his behal f". The events are related by Ghazali in a book Reflections of
Pre- 1 ndependence Mal aya witten by Datuk Mhamed Abid.

The British were not prepared to give independence if there was no
consensus anong the Malay rulers. Mndful of the instructions from the
Sultan but al so conscious of the need for unity and consensus to obtain
the agreenent fromthe British, Seth "agreed whol eheartedly for Ml aya to
gai n i ndependence i nmedi atel y".

Chazali adds: "Later my father told nme that after his response, the
Tengku rushed toward hi mand hugged him because if he had di sagreed, the
British woul d have further delayed the granting of Independence for
Mal aya".

Abid contends if Seth had held out in keeping with the Sultan's
instructions, Ml aya' s independence mght have been delayed. "It certainly
woul d not have been in 1957." Abid says that it nmight have been del ayed
till 1960, till after the death of the Sultan of Johor.

Then again the situation would have changed by then and it is even
possible the British may have had di fferent demands. But suffice to say
that it was unity of the Malays that convinced the British to grant Ml aya
i ndependence in 1957.

Seth risked the wath of the Sultan of Johor for the sake of Mlay unity
and i ndependence of the country and agreed with the others. There has been
no | ooking back since then for the Ml ays, Umo and the country. The
i nportance and the power of unity cannot be underestimated



The achi evenents of independent Ml aya, and now Mal aysia, are the envy
of many around the world. But these achi evenents and progress can be | ost
and foregone very quickly if the Malays are disunited and weak. Just as a
show of disunity anmong the representatives of the rulers in London could
have del ayed the nation's independence, disunity and weakness w thin Umo

wi || have serious consequences for the country.
On the other hand, unity and resilience will enable Umo to achieve
greater heights and carry the country forward. This will benefit not only

the Mal ays and Umo but all Ml aysians and the nation.

Abdul | ah was al so blunt when he urged Umo nenbers not to be conpl acent
and take things for granted. He said: "Do not for a moment think Mlay
political power will last forever." Just as the Ml ays cannot let their
guard down "just because they doninate the Governnent and the civi
service" they cannot ignore the fact that others are just waiting to see
Mal ays and Malaysia fall to its knees. The critics want to be able to say
"I told you so" that l|ocals cannot administer and nmanage thensel ves.

The burden on Umo nenbers is tremendous, just as the burden on Seth in
1956 was heavy. But the party, which is set to undergo a |eadership
change, nmnust continue to ensure that infighting and disunity anong nenbers
does not underm ne the gains, devel opnment and progress thus far. Abdullah
rem nded them that "Ml ays seek security through political power but
because of disunity, their power is not as resilient as before"

A united three million Umo force can nove the world, if they so desire
But a divided party and disunity will result in a weak organi sation. The
| essons from other parties around the world nust be learnt. The division,
di sunity and infighting in once powerful parties such as the Kuomi ntang in
Tai wan, the Muslim League in Pakistan and the Congress Party in India has
left themless effective than they originally were or could have been if
t hey had remai ned united.

But as Dr Mahathir, who is also Prime Mnister, said: "Umo is not just
any party. Umo is the backbone and prinme nover of the party that rules
this beloved country. If Umo is strong, then the Barisan Nasional wll be
strong, the Ml aysian Governnent will be strong and Malaysia will be
strong. A weak Umo will bring disaster to all of us."
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