17/ 09/ 2003
Abdul | ah: No unnecessary changes

Bal an Mbses

DEPUTY Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said yesterday that
he woul d not change government policies "just for ny name to be attached
to thent when he takes over from Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

He said, however, this did not preclude the possibility of inplenenting
new policies if they were deemed necessary depending on circunmstances in
future.

Saying that it was still premature to nake announcenents about policies
that he would be inplenmenting on assuning the Prine Mnister's post, he
added all current policies would be continued as his ascension to the
Prime Mnister's post was not part of a change in regine

He said the change only invol ved the | eadership of Umo which neant that
the new party |leader would also be the Prime Mnister.

"The change of |eadership is not a change of reginme. I wll not change
policies just for my nane to be attached to them"” he said after neeting
Chi nese President Hu Jintao.

He said this in reply to a question fromthe Chicago Tribune
correspondent in Beijing who wanted to know what could be expected from
Abdul | ah' s admi ni stration when he takes over the |eadership and issues he
woul d be chanpi oni ng

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir had inpl enented many good policies including
that of Ml aysia becoming a trade friendly nation, the Mlaysia
I ncorporated concept and the transformation of the nation into an ideal
| ocation for foreign investnent.

On his visit to China, he said it was an advantage as he prepared to
assune the Prinme Mnister's post as he could understand the Chinese
| eadershi p's expectations of Ml aysia.

"It was a chance for ne to speak to the senior Chinese |eadership
i ncluding President Hu. | can hear them | know their expectations."

He described his talks with Hu as productive, especially in ternms of the
latter's determination that bilateral trade should be given nore priority.

Abdul | ah said he told Hu that his Prime Mnister Wen Jiabao was
confident of bilateral trade reaching RWS8 billion next year, a figure
that he was al so confortable with.

Asked by a Bl oonberg correspondent of the biggest challenge he expected
to face as Prine Mnister, Abdullah said he wanted Malaysia to remin
st abl e, peaceful and prosperous.

"I want to see all Ml aysians enjoy an equitable share of the econonic
cake. So the cake nust continue to grow "

Asked by the same journalist about who he would nane as his deputy in
Umo, he said he would decide when the tine cane.

On the failure of the Wrld Trade Organisation talks in Cancun, he said
this was due to the constant and furious battles between devel opi ng and
devel oped nations on the rights of the forner to a fair share

He said devel oping countries had to protect their interests as there was
wi de divide between the two.

"I realise that we need to open our markets with |iberalisation and
gl obalisation. But the question is to what extent? It should not affect
them politically and socially. Any country that suffers economcally wll
al so suffer politically."

To a question by the Voice of America correspondent on relations between
Mal aysia and the United States, Abdullah said they remained good with nore



conmon poi nts of understandi ng than differences.

"The US is aware that on matters of sovereignity or issues affecting our
friends, we reserve the right to voice our views," he added.

Abdul | ah earlier witnessed the signing of 15 Menoranda of Understanding
bet ween Mal aysi an and Chi nese busi nessnen.
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