18/ 10/ 2003

Abdul | ah: Pay no heed to biased views agai nst |slam

DEPUTY Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said Muslinms should
not heed the views of those who are clearly biased against |slam

Referring to criticismlevelled against Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad for renmarks made in his speech at the opening of the OC
sunmit on Thursday, Abdullah said the focus should be on devel opi ng
Muslins and restoring the image of the religion, which had been tarnished.

"Dr Mahathir has repeatedly said that he is not against any race,

i ncluding the Jews.

"This is what he told ne and told nmany others," he said, at a Press
conference after bilateral neetings with heads of del egation from nine
countries, on the sidelines of the summt yesterday.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech, urged Muslins to learn fromthe Jews, whom
he said "ruled the world by proxy" after having "gained control of the
nost powerful countries".

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir, in relating past exanples of victories by
Muslins, only wanted his audience to reflect and take stock of their
situation today.

"He only spoke on what had happened and what he saw, " Abdul | ah sai d.

He added that the Prinme Mnister's speech was in keeping with the thene
of the summt, which is "Knowl edge and norality for the progress of
Unmmah" .

Abdul | ah said Syrian President Bashar Al -Assad had touched on Dr
Mahat hir's speech and the President had al so told hi mwhat other |eaders
t hought about the speech

Abdul | ah al so said that all the heads of del egati on had thanked and
congratul ated Mal aysia for a job well done in organising the sumit.

He said he was proud of the success, but said that the success was not
only for Ml aysia but also for other Islanic countries.

Abdul | ah said the bilateral meetings concentrated nostly on comerce and
investrments in OC countries.

"This is a very good indication that O C nenber countries are prepared
to devel op their econom es.

"I am happy with this progress because this shows that we are eager to
devel op the Unmah because only when we are devel oped can we be strong," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah al so said that all the heads of del egati on expressed their
admiration for Dr Mahathir and his success in devel oping Malaysia into a
successful Islamc nation.

"They also said that they would extend their co-operation to ne in
jointly developing Islamand repair the i mage of Islam when | take over
fromDr Mahathir," he said, adding that Ml aysia was prepared to share its
experi ence with others.
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