20/ 10/ 2003
Abdul | ah: Stayi ng cal m best response to Western accusati ons

Al'i na Sinon

JITRA, Sun. - Stay calmand find ways to protect Ml aysi a agai nst the
doubl e standards being practised by the West, Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi sai d today.

This woul d be the best response to accusati ons made by Western
governments and nedi a which had deliberately msinterpreted Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s openi ng statenent at the just-concl uded
10th Organisation of the Islamc Conference sumit in Putrajaya.

In many reports, the Prine Mnister had been portrayed as an eneny of
the Jews.

Abdul | ah said: "I amnot surprised that they had been saying things
about us, but how we react is inportant.”

The West, he said, was known for playing favourites. This was noticeable
inits actions and policies, be they on the econony, the environment or
human ri ghts.

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia should find ways to ensure that the country's
i nterests were protected.

He was speaking at a Press conference after opening a colloquiumjointly
organi sed by Pemadam and tertiary institutions at Dewan \WWwasan.

Abdul I ah was asked to coment on the |oud and al npbst instantaneous
condemation of the Prime Mnister's remarks by the European Union, the
United States, Australia and other countries.

These Governments clainmed that Dr Mahathir's statenent that Jews rule
the world by proxy was of fensive and anti-Semtic.

Musl i ms, he said, should not allow such accusations and criticismto
sway them from nmaki ng changes for the better

"W nust prove that we are capable and peace-loving. W nust al so
acquire the necessary knowhow in sci ence and technol ogy."

Earlier, in his opening speech, Abdullah said he would continue to carry
out government policies after the retirenent of Dr Mahathir at the end of
t he nont h.

"I amin the Government that set down these policies, and | fully
believe in ensuring a snoboth continuity to ensure their success," he said.

More than 4,000 participants attended the three-day event.

Al so present were Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain,
Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassim Deputy Honme M nister and
Pemadam presi dent Dat uk Zai nal Abidin Zain, and Kol ej Universit
Kej uruteraan Utara Ml aysia (Kukum) rector Prof Dr Kamarudi n Hussin.
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