17/ 11/ 2003
Abdul | ah: BN prepared to face general election any tine

Sai ful Azhar Abdul |l ah; Rosli Zakaria

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
today said Barisan Nasional is prepared to face the general election which
can be called any tine.

Declining to reveal when he plans to dissolve Parlianment, he said every
State was working hard to ensure a big victory, including Terengganu,
which is confident of westing the State from Pas.

"Every State is ready for the election,"” Abdull ah said when asked to
conment on a Berita Harian report yesterday that the general election
woul d be hel d next year.

Asked whet her the general election would be held between March and June
and not in Decenber as stated by El ection Commi ssion Secretary Datuk Ahmad
Wan Omar, Abdullah said: "That's their view"

The Prime Mnister also echoed Terengganu Barisan Nasional's confidence
that the coalition would win with nore than a two-thirds majority.

"We are working very hard to achieve that and support for us has grown,"”
he added.

Earlier when speaking to a large crowd at Sekolah Rendah Sultan Sul ai man
1, Abdullah, who is State Umo liaison cormttee chairman, said the people
shoul d not be too engrossed in politics as it would not help in the
nation's progress.

"When we pit one person against another, we will not go anywhere, but if
we continuously talk about devel opnent and progress, the nation wll
prosper. Politics alone will not |lead to progress,” he said.

He added that the Governnment had focused on the nation's devel opnment
since it gained independence and the people were now reaping the fruits of
the success.

"We don't talk about politics too nuch but the Cpposition keeps on
saying that Malaysia is not an Islanic nation whereas other nations
acknow edge us as one.

"Today, we have also proven that an Islamic nation can prosper. W have
al so proven that Muslins can live peacefully with the Chinese and Indians
The effort that we have nmade can only inprove further.

"W don't nmke prom ses but we work and deliver, and we continue to
i mprove and nmake plans for the future.

"This had been the efforts of the first Prime Mnister to the fourth
Prime Mnister, Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

"Now | amthe Prime Mnister and | have inherited a responsibility.
Together with the people we will work together. This is not about
posi tion.

"I work with the people and for the people,"” he said, adding that the
position he held was not inportant but being fair, trustworthy and
responsi ble is.

He said with fairness, even non-Mislins would not be worried.

He | ater presented vouchers to 18,000 people, including the hard-core
poor, single nothers and handi capped, to help them celebrate Hari Raya

At the Sultan Mahnud Airport earlier, Abdullah told nmore than 10, 000
people that the BN needed no blueprint to attract voters in the general
el ecti on.

He said the BN was not |ike Pas which had to produce a document to
attract voters.

"We have contributed so nuch for the devel opnent and progress. The BN



doesn't need a blueprint to prove anything for the coming polls. It is up
to the people to make their choice,” he said.

Abdul I ah al so said that Malay rights enshrined in the Federal
Constitution should not be questioned by any party as it was agreed upon
by parties representing the various races.

"The Constitution is a guide to stability and peace. Parties such as Pas
shoul d not question the Constitution," he said.

Abdul | ah was wel comed with thundering cheers fromthe huge crowd, sone
in tears at the sight of the Prine Mnister, nost notably Ahmad Umo
Supajita Uzir from Kemaman, the nman whose uni que nane earned him the
honour of wel com ng Pak Lah with an Umo fl ag.

Banners bearing the words, "Terengganu akan kenbali ke tangan BN senul a"
(Terengganu will return to BN s hands) as well as BN and Umo flags were
spotted anbng the crowd who showed their staunch support by loudly
cheering Abdull ah's speech.

Abdul | ah | ater broke fast at the Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Bukit Sawa
and perfornmed Maghrib prayers at the school's surau. He |ater perforned
the Isyak and Terawi h prayers at a surau in Bukit Guntung.

After the Terawi h prayers, he chaired the State Umo |iaision comittee
meeting at Bangunan Umo before returning to Kuala Lunpur.



	Abdullah: BN prepared to face general election any time (NST 17/11/2003)

