23/ 05/ 2003
Abdul | ah conferred honorary doctorate

Chok Suat Ling; Koh Lay Chin

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - The New Straits Tinmes Press (M Bhd group editor-in-
chief Tan Sri Abdullah Ahmad was today conferred an honorary doctorate in
journalism by Universiti Teknologi Mara for contributing to journalism
locally and internationally.

The doctorate was presented to Abdullah by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Syed Sirajuddin, who is also U TM Chancellor, at the university's 57th
convocation cerenony.

In his acceptance speech at the university's Dewan Sri Budi man, Abdull ah
touched on the inportance of English and the status of journalismin the
country and abroad.

H s speech, in Bahasa Ml aysia, was peppered w th hunorous conmments that
provoked hearty |aughter from the audi ence.

Abdul I ah urged undergraduates to master English as it would enhance
their job marketability. "English is the |anguage of conmunication.
English and information technology can be |ikened to rhythm and song, one
is not conplete without the other.

"Those who cannot communicate well will be left behind in their quest to
obtain information in this era of know edge. Ml aysians, |ike other
citizens of the world, cannot afford to be left behind."

The truth sonetinmes hurts, Abdullah said, pointing out that the majority
of Malays and Bum putera were behind the others except in admnistration
and politics.

"It's true that we have achieved nore than what our forefathers ever
dreaned of, but we are still far away from our desired destination.™

Ireland, Abdullah said, used to be a poor country but now its econonic
grom h was one of the fastest anong devel oped nations. "One of the reasons
is because its people place inportance on English. This, however, is not
at the expense of Gaelic, their nother tongue."

Simlarly, Umo founder Datuk Sir Onn Jaafar, forner Prinme Mnister Tun
Abdul Razak and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad were no |ess
Mal ay even though they spoke and wote English well.

He urged the Malays to master four |anguages - Bahasa Ml aysia, English
Arabic and Mandarin or one of the European |anguages such as Spani sh.

According to Abdullah, mastering a |anguage and acquiring know edge was
pointless if one could not communi cate effectively.

On journalism Abdullah said absolute freedom of the Press did not exist
anywher e.

"Those who believe it does are naive or deliberately ignorant. The nedi a
are influential and the pen is nmightier than the sword. This is why we
nmust be responsible. The nedia can cal m people and agitate.

"The Ml aysian nmedia enjoy freedom ... they are free to wite and
di ssem nate.”

However, he said those against the Governnent clainmed the mainstream
nmedi a were not i ndependent.

"I admt that we cannot publish false news, and untrue and irresponsible
allegations. If we do this, we would have departed from the ethics of
journalismand can be sued for libel."

He said the non-mainstream nmedia, however, did not have nuch funds and
as such people were not keen to sue them

"This is why they can wite anything they want. Besides, their readers
do not conprise decision nmakers.



"My freedom has never been curtailed by anyone. It is just that the
editors are careful. Discretion is the better part of valour. This is to
ensure peace and harnony, and to safeguard the sensitivities of the
various races, cultures and religions."

Abdul I ah pointed out that freedom of the Press in Anerica and Britain
was just a concept and nyth that had drugged even sonme of those who viewed
t hensel ves as intelligent.

"CGovernnents anywhere can reward nedia conpanies that please it, punish
those that don't. Can sonething like the China Syndrome happen in the US?
O course it can. This is not ny statenent but one made by (Paul) Krugman
a renowned New York Tines journalist.

"Many medi a conpanies, whether in Wstern or Eastern countries, prefer
to be rewarded than punished."

Abdul | ah said the Malay and Chinese Press were the future of Malaysian
medi a.

"The English nedia, however, will continue to be influential even though
its circulation is smaller than that of the Ml ay and Chinese nmedia. This
is because it is read by the political elite, businessnmen, corporate
figures, professionals, academ cians, diplomts, and the intelligentsia."

An honorary doctorate in business nmanagenent was conferred on DRB-Hi com
chairman Tan Sri Sal eh Sulong at the convocation today.

Sal eh said there had been concern over the quality of graduates produced
by local universities. "It has been said that they do not fulfil the
requirements of the industries. This is not due to their technica
expertise but has to do with their personalities, ability to comunicate
and attitude.

"I am pleased U TM has taken the initiative to be an adaptive
institution by identifying ways to produce capable graduates."
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