13/ 08/ 2003

Abdul I ah denponstrates his flair for painting

MALACCA, Sun. - Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi
today denonstrated his painting skills by putting the first strokes on a
hand- pai nted bati k banner to pronote world peace.

Abdul I ah used yellow paint to colour the crescent nmoon and star of the
Jalur Gemilang before putting his signature on the cloth banner.

He did this to mark the launch of the "Peace Thru Art - Journey
Throughout the World" canpai gn organi sed by the Wrld Assenbly of Youth
(VAY) .

The initiative is aimed at creating the | ongest hand-painted batik
banner neasuring 3,000 netres in |ength.

WAY had invited Abdullah to hand-paint a section of the banner in
conjunction with the 46th National Day cel ebrations.

The Peace Thru Art programre will be pronoted throughout the country and
the banner is expected to be conpleted by the end of the year.

VWAY president Datuk Seri Mhd Ai Rustam said hand-painted batik was
chosen for the notif of the programme as art was a universally accepted
| anguage that transcended race, colour and creed.

During the event, Abdullah also received a portrait by painters Harun
Lat and Anzah Tawil depicting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad rai sing Abdullah's hand and also portraits of Umo's past |eaders
They included Datuk Onn Jaafar, Tengku Abdul Rahman Putra, Tun Abdul Razak
Hussei n and Tun Hussein Onn.
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