24/ 10/ 2003
Abdul | ah refutes reports of threats in US

Ni k I nran Abdul | ah

KAJANG, Thurs. - Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badawi
today disputed a report that Malaysian nmissions in the United States had
received threats of reprisals over recent comments by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad regardi ng the Jews.

He did not know the basis for the report, which also stated that a
Washi ngt on- based Mal aysi an di pl onat had flown back to Kuala Lunpur | ast
weekend as a "precautionary neasure" after the enbassy there received
threats over the phone.

"There is no reason to recall (the enbassy staff). Wy should we?" he
sai d when asked whether Malaysia would recall diplomats in the US over the
al l eged threats.

The Associated Press report had also stated that Ml aysian diplonmatic
mssions in the US had increased security after receiving threats of
reprisals over Dr Mahathir's recent comments that Jews ruled the world.

Abdul I ah said he would have been informed by Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Syed Hanmid Albar if Ml aysian diplomatic nmissions had really conme under
t hreat.

"It is not possible that Wsma Putra woul d not know about the fate of
its staff in the US," he said, adding that he would not order any action
nmerely on the basis of a Press report.

He said the Governnent had al ways ensured the safety and security of
enbassy staff as this was its responsibility.

On the call by US based Jew sh |obby group, the Sinbn Wesenthal Centre,
for a boycott of tourismand investnent in Ml aysia, Abdullah said he was
confident that investors would continue to come to the country on the
basis of its safety, security and good econony.

"I know that investors cone because they want to make profits from
investments in a country which is peaceful and safe," he said

"W do not have to be worried with their stand. They have the freedom
(to take such a stand) but we are disappointed it was taken in such a
way. "

He said the group's call for a boycott was inappropriate as Dr
Mahathir's statenent on Jews had been taken out of context.

In its report, the AP had stated that the centre had condemed Dr
Mahat hir as a "serial anti-Semte" and called for a boycott of the
country.

The centre had | aunched a scathing attack on Dr Mahathir after he
branded Jews "arrogant" and accused them of controlling the world by
pr oxy.

The centre had called on investors and tourists to avoid Ml aysia until
it became clear that the |eaders who would follow Dr Mahathir after he
retired did not share his views.

Abdul I ah had earlier closed a sem nar on |Islam hadari (which propagates
excellence as a way of life) at the Universiti Tenaga Nasional

Also present were Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakub, religious
adviser to the Prime Mnister Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hanmid O hrman, Tenaga
Nasi onal chai rman Datuk Awang Adek Hussin, Information Mnistry Specia
Affairs Department director-general Datuk Zainal Abidin Abdul Kadir and
DRB- Hi com Bhd group chairman Tan Sri Mhd Sall eh Sul ong. The semi nar was
jointly organised by Abdul Ham d's office, the Special Affairs Departnment
and DRB- Hi com
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