26/ 10/ 2003
Abdul | ah steps out of shadow, first violin in own right

DKL

DATUK Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi beconmes the nation's fifth PM next week
and Datuk Seri Mhanmad Najib is his second fiddle. The Diarist will be
dammed if it turns out otherw se.

This colum was witten in Pekan, where Tun Razak was born and
represented in Parlianment throughout his political career. A day after he
returned from his constituency, the May 13, 1969 race riots broke out. He
personally chose Abdullah to assist Abdul Rahman Hani don (now Datuk), the
chief civilian officer and senior civil servant at the National Operations
Council, which Tun Razak chaired as director of operations with emergency
powers. Its chief of staff was General Tan Sri (now Tun) |brahimlsnail.

Wth his own future settled deftly by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad,
Abdul | ah nmust have explored the idea with Najib, who has not denurred; the
Diarist is sure it's the right choice. The sooner this is announced the
better all round.

Dr Mahathir has said what's needed to be stated. It's no good for the
country to drape itself around his neck and, if the Diarist may add, to
ignore him Froma long-term point of view, Abdullah knows what's good for
hi nsel f and the nation. As they say, all's well that ends well.

Abdul lah is the sort of person who plays down his own qualities, which
the Diarist expects to bloom once he takes over the helmon Oct 31. Under
Dr M he is inevitably, and to a larger extent (conpared with Tan Sri Misa
Hitam and Datuk Seri Anwar |brahin, second fiddle. The Diarist is quite
certain Abdullah is a first violin in his own right.

H s friends and supporters will mss Dr Mterribly. Not only is he a
powerful |eader, he is also "an obedi ent servant"” of Malaysia.

He has a quiet personality, yet has the knack of getting Mlaysians to
follow himand his foes, both local and foreign, to scowl. Love him or
hate him he has done a trenendous job: he oiled all the wheels and nade
the machi ne work. He made one or two powerful enemies. The rest were
largely twerps, who don't really matter.

The Diarist first net himin Alor Star in 1964. He introduced the scribe
to the leading political lights of Kedah: Zahir Ismail (Tun), Syed Ahnad
Shahabuddi n (Tun), Azahari Taib (Tan Sri) and the late |awer Ism Ismail.
From t hence, they becanme good friends.

Dr M has had nore direct influence on the betterment of Mal aysi ans than
his three predecessors - Tengku Abdul Rahman, Tun Razak and Tun Hussein
Onn. It was because of consummate political skills that he survived all
open and crypto chall enges during his long tenure.

A former Cabinet nmenber stopped the Diarist at a mall: "Tell himthat
his departure is a relief." Ms Diarist was perplexed and taken aback. The
Di ari st expl ai ned.

Farewells for himare fairly lowkey. This is perhaps to | essen the
burden as nmuch as the mark of the man: quite hunble, despite his
achi evenent s.

Thus, no |ong speeches, no parades everywhere, no dinners at the
Sul tans' pal aces (an exception was nmade for the Sultan of Selangor) and no
I ayi ng of foundation stones for edifices. Even so, it is a triunphant
journey and fare-well. As the people lavish praise and opponents censure
him they nust not forget the one woman in his life - Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali. Her support, loyalty and |love, and, nore inportantly, her
sturdy uncowering confidence in himnade all the difference.



Really, the Diarist is imune to remarks made about Dr M but he has yet
to hear a negative comment about Dr Siti Hasnah.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah, though in their late 70s, are the em
bodi rent and the essence of what a nodern Malay couple should be.

Dr Mahathir says he is no Sukarno. Yes and no. Dr Mwll continue to
work in Putrajaya froman office in a private foundation building by a
| ake. Have no fear, the Diarist is confident he will never try to

interfere directly with his successor's work.

If the Diarist were Abdullah or Najib, it would be wonderful to have a
former nmentor who nay be interested and personally concerned wi th what
they are doi ng nearby.

Hero or no, Dr Mis a great PM Like Lee Kuan Yew in Singapore, Dr M
rebuilt Ml aysia. Thaksin Shinawatra aspires to be the "Dr Mhathir" of
Thail and and replace himas the "Voice of Asia".

* The Diarist stands corrected. In |ast week's columm, he nentioned Eva
Peron of Argentina as one of the nbst nenorable wonen presidents. It
shoul d have been Maria Estela Peron, the second w fe of President Juan
Peron. Although Maria Peron was president for two years, it was Eva (Juan
Peron's first wife) who captured the imagination and |ove of Argentinians.
Eva was imortalised in the Andrew Ll oyd Webber nusical Evita. Thank you,
Hasnah, for pointing out the error and may you continue to enjoy reading
this col um.
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