07/ 11/ 2003
Abdul l ah tells party leaders to establish good ties with the people

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Saj ahan Waheed
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Umo acting president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi today urged party |leaders to reduce politicking

Abdul I ah, who is the Prime Mnister, said that being the ruling party,
Umo | eaders nmust foster good relations and help the Governnent establish
good ties with the people.

"Umo | eaders nust display a better inage now in terns of co-operation
with one another. W nust show the people that we can work together for
their benefit.

"At the sane tine, |eaders nust also reduce politicking and concentrate
on efforts to strengthen the party and enhance its inage.

"This can help us attract nore young professionals and intellectuals to
the party,"” said Abdullah after chairing the Umo suprene council nmeeting
at the party headquarters at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre

Abdul I ah, who took over as Prinme Mnister from Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
| ast Friday, later joined the supreme council nenbers in breaking fast and
perform ng Maghrib prayers.

Asked about preparations for the next general election, Abdullah said he
had instructed Menteris Besar, Chief Mnisters and State Umo |iaison
committee heads to ensure that all projects planned for the people were
i mpl emrent ed.

"We nust ensure that all projects which we have planned are carried out.

"The projects which have been abandoned nust be revived. Qur service to
t he people nust be continued.

"It is equally inportant that while we are preparing for the election,
we nust not stop working for the people. W need to inplenent all the
projects so that the people can nmake use of the facilities available."

Abdul I ah said party | eaders nmust also continue their preparation for the
next general election as Umo wanted to achieve a big victory.

On the appointnment of the Umo acting deputy president, Abdullah said:
"We did not discuss the matter. Wen | have decided, then | wll
announce. "

Regardi ng the pro-temdivisional conmttee nenbers, Abdullah said the
matter would be finalised at the next supreme council neeting. The Ummo
suprene council had previously decided to dissolve all its divisional
conmittees and form pro-tem conmittees for its 165 divisions and the 25
new ones created follow ng the redelineation exercise.

To a question on whether the new Deputy Prime Mnister would be
announced before Abdullah |eaves for the Conmonweal th Heads of  Governnent
meeting in Nigeria early next nonth, he said: "I have yet to decide
whet her | am going or not for the neeting.”

Abdul | ah said that Umo would also organise a thanksgiving function for
Tun Dr Mahathir and his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali after the Hari
Raya cel ebrations in recognition of their contributions.
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