04/ 10/ 2003
Abdul | ah' s advi ce on tackling indiscipline anmong students

Bal an Moses; Ranml an Said; Lim Chee Wi

DATUK Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi has directed the Education Mnistry to
take sterner action in dealing with indiscipline anong students which
seened to be on the rise.

Ut usan Mal aysia and Berita Harian quoted the Deputy Prinme Mnister as
saying that he was surprised by the sudden increase in the nunber of
fights and cl ashes invol ving students.

Asked whet her drastic measures should be taken like reintroducing public
cani ng, Abdullah replied the matter shoul d be di scussed further

In the letters page, the paper carried the views of a reader who felt
that public caning in schools could discipline problemtic students.

Kamar uddi n |1 brahi m of Pasir Mas, Kelantan, said nmeasures |ike expelling
students from school s woul d not sol ve indiscipline.

The reader said the ministry was "only trying to run away fromthe rea
probl et when it expelled students involved in gangsterism

Berita Harian's editorial yesterday focused on the conflicting
statenments by two Pas | eaders on the party's Islamc state goal

The paper described such contradictions anong Pas | eaders as comon.

"It shows there is no unity anong Pas | eaders in handling issues.

"It also reflects the attitude of party |eaders who are fond of changi ng
their tune (to suit their audience)," the paper said.

Echoing the views of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who
said that Pas was using Islamto canvass for support, it said Pas had no
qualns telling lies to dupe its followers, despite the fact that Ml aysia
was al ready recognised as an Islamc state and a rol e nodel for other
Musl i m nati ons.

On the contrary, the editorial said, Pas, which was bent on establishing
an Islanmic state, had failed to fulfil its prom ses.
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