19/ 09/ 2003

Mor e conpani es educating staff about AlIDS

KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - Many conpanies are taking the initiative to
organi se Al DS awareness programes for their staff as they know
productivity will be affected if workers contracted the disease.

Mal aysi an Al DS Council and Mal aysi an Al DS Foundati on chai rman Dat uk
Paduka Marina Mahathir said corporations realised there was a pressing
need to educate their workers to nininmse the risk of contracting the
di sease.

"Those between the ages of 20 and 29 are the npbst vul nerable and they
form the bulk of nobst conpanies' workers. It is, therefore, heartening to
note that conpanies are now naking efforts to educate them on AIDS and its
rel ated issues."

Al DS woul d not only affect a conpany's productivity but eventually a
nation's economc output if |eft unchecked, Marina said after receiving a
RML50, 000 contribution from Sapura G oup. The cheque was presented by
Sapura Tel ecommuni cations chief operating officer Rodzlan Akib Abu Bakar
at his office today.

The noney is for the Red Ri bbon Futsal Challenge 2003 organi sed by the
foundation under its "In The Name O Love" AIDS awareness canpaigh, to be
held on Cct 4 and 5.

Sponsored by Sapura Hol di ngs and co-organi sed by venue sponsor Sports
Unlimted, the five-a-teamindoor football conpetition ains to raise
RVR00, 000 for HI V/ AIDS programes.

"It is the first tine Sapura is working together with the foundation and
we are happy to be part of their battle against the spread of H V/AIDS, "
sai d Rodzl an.

The matches will be divided into three categories - Prenier (aged 25
years and above), Star (17 to 24), and Junior (16 and bel ow).
Premi er chanpions will receive a trophy, nedals and Rvb, 000 for both the

men's and wonen's categories. The Star and Juni or category chanpions wll
al so get trophies and medals, besides RM3,000 and RM2, 000 respectively.
To participate in the futsal challenge, call 03-40451033 before Sept 25.
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