21/ 05/ 2003

Abdul I ah: No need to change foreign policy

PASI R GUDANG, Tues. - Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad

Badawi will not change the nation's foreign policy after taking over as
Prime Mnister fromDatuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad in Cctober.
Abdul I ah said the existing foreign policy was still "relevant" and there

was no need for change.

"I fully support the country's existing foreign policy," he said on Dr
Mahathir's statenent yesterday that he (Dr Mahathir) hoped his successor
woul d continue with the foreign policy.

"l see no need to change anything."

Mal aysia's foreign policy, he said, was a collective decision of the
Cabi net, not that of the Prinme M nister alone.

Abdul | ah, however, said the policy would be reviewed fromtine to tinmne,
dependi ng on the situation.

Earlier, he visited Tanjung Langsat Port here, which is being devel oped
into a specialty port for the handling of hazardous chem cals.

Al so present were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, Sports
and Youth M nister Datuk H shanmuddin Hussein, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul
Ghani O hman, JCorp chief executive officer Tan Sri Muhammad Ali Hashim
and State Exco nemnbers.

On the situation in Aceh, Abdullah said if the conflict there worsened,
there m ght be an exodus of people to Ml aysia.

"But for now, there is nothing we can do as this is Indonesia's internal
probl em and no country has the right to interfere in their affairs.”
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