17/ 10/ 2003

Abdul | ah: W nust act

THE O C and Non- Ali gned Movenent must act - and not nerely deliberate - to
manage, resolve and prevent conflicts in the world, particularly anmong
menber States.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, speaki ng on
behal f of NAM chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, said the two
organi sations nust be action-oriented, even if it meant taking snall but
meani ngf ul st eps.

"The unspoken truth is that the devel oped world does not expect us to
act in unison. They expect fromus nuch talk and little action

"They expect us to be disunited and di sorgani sed. They expect to be able
to continue to divide us and dominate us. It is here, in Malaysia, that |
hope we can defy expectations."

Abdul | ah said that to continue to be relevant, NAM and O C nust be
forward-1 ooki ng, pro-active, continue to uphold the principles of equity,
justice and fair play and resist the pressures that were constantly being
exerted on them

"I ndeed, the struggle for a world free of conflict and war should be the
common struggle of both NAMand O C in this new era

"We shoul d substitute the culture of conflict and war with that of peace
based on understandi ng, tol erance and acconmodation. In this regard, the
on-goi ng process of dial ogue between civilisations plays a particularly
i nportant role and should be given the strong support it deserves."

Abdul | ah, who woul d assune the O C chai rmanshi p when Dr Mahathir retires
on Cct 31, said if the world was in an unsatisfactory state of affairs,

t he devel oping world could not entirely blane others for it.

"W, the devel oping world, are ourselves partly to be blaned - for not
putting our houses in good order, and for submitting ourselves to the
di ctates of others.

“Many of our countries renmain poor and are vul nerable to externa
pressures and i nfluence. In spite of the abundant natural resources in
many of our countries, we lack the know edge and expertise to productively
use these resources.”

He said the lack of unity and clear strategies in advancing the
i nterests of devel oping countries had resulted in them being narginalised
in the international decision-making process.

"Thus, we continue to be dependent on the North when in fact, in the
context of South-South co-operation, it is possible for us to devel op
mut ual | y- sust ai ni ng and beneficial econonic rel ationships."

He said that it was, therefore, clearly vital for the OC and NAM to
stand shoul der-to-shoul der to strengthen the nultilateral process and nake
every effort to ensure diplonacy and civilised conduct anpbng nations were
based on international |aw

"The chal |l enges faced by the O C in the context of a vastly transformnmed
gl obal environment are nany and vari ed.

"Qur two organi sations nust continue to provide strong and undi nm ni shed
support for the Palestinian people in their struggle against occupation
and oppression, and for their inalienable right to establish a sovereign
and i ndependent Pal estinian State, with East Jerusalemas its capital."

Abdul | ah noted that in light of the increasingly oppressive policies of
Israel, NAM and O C s continued and unshakeabl e solidarity with the people
of Pal estine was especially critical



He said the Israeli attack on Syria was al so viewed with grave concern.

"It was a provocative act that does not serve the cause of peace, but
further aggravates the volatile situation in the Mddle East. There is
al so an urgent need to bring stability to Iraq."

Abdul I ah said NAM and O C nmust al so continue to be at the forefront in
the global effort for the total elinm nation of weapons of nass
destructi on.

He added that the two organi sations nust also actively pronote the
est abl i shnent of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in the Mddle East, as
envi saged in a nunber of resolutions adopted by the United Nations
Security Council and General Assenbly.
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