27/ 11/ 2003

Accept decision on pro-tem panels, say Ummo | eaders

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Umo Youth head Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n today
| abel l ed those who rejected the list of pro-tem comrittee chairnen
endorsed by the suprenme council as "traitors"

He said the list was finalised after |engthy deliberations, both in the
Umo suprene council and nmanagenent conmittee |evels, and urged all
menbers to accept it in good faith.

"Why talk about who is in the Ilist and who is not? Everyone should talk
about the next general election and how to strengthen the Barisan Nasi onal
to ensure a landslide victory," said the Youth and Sports Mnister.

Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz appealed to those who had been
dropped not to let their personal feelings overcone them

"They should not be disheartened if they have been dropped. | appeal to
these nenbers not to let this incident affect their faith and confidence
in the party.

"What is inportant now is the unity of the party and we should work
together to retake Terengganu and Kel antan from Pas,"” she said.

Last Saturday, Ummo acting president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi ,
who is also the Prine Mnister, announced the pro-tem committee |ine-up
for all Umo divisions nationw de.

Anong the divisions which saw changes was Kubang Pasu where its division
head Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad was replaced by forner Kedah Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Gsman Aroff.

Abdul | ah had said that Dr Mihathir had expressed his intention not to
hold any party post when he stepped down as the Prine Mnister and Unmo
president |ast nonth.

There were new heads in six other divisions. Mst incunbent division
heads were retained though sone were picked to head new divisions created
under the re-delineation exercise of parlianentary boundari es.

Kel antan had the highest nunmber of changes, where four new division
heads were naned.

On Sunday, fornmer Pasir Mas Umo division chief Datuk Ibrahim Ali said
he was di sappoi nted, shocked and upset that he was renoved by the Umo
suprenme council three days before Hari Raya. He said that he did not
expect the suprene council to renove himjust like that, after all he had
done.

I brahim 52, was the division chief for the past 10 years and was
repl aced by Datuk Abdul Rahi m Abd Rahnan.

Yest erday, Abdullah said all nenbers should accept the suprene council's
decision on the pro-tem comittee line-up as it was made after |engthy
di scussi ons.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mohd Khir Toyo, who is also Sel angor
Umo |iaison conmttee chairman, said those nomi nated to hold senior
positions in the pro-temconmmttees would not necessarily stand in the
next general el ection.

The overriding factor, he added, was whether the person's candi dacy
woul d ensure a convincing victory for BN and the person's commtment to
the party.

He added that the candidate for the election mght not even come from
the divisional pro-tem comittee

Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob said candi dates for the
general election in the State would be those who stood the highest chances



of wi nning big.

"If voters in a particular constituency want a technocrat, we wll pick
a technocrat. If they want a religious person, we will put a religious
person. The bottomline is, this person nust be acceptable and can win
big," he added.

Jel ebu Umo chief Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim urged nenbers who had been
dropped not to protest the decision of the suprene council, but accept the
changes positively.

"Do not wallow in the past. Wen the tine has conme for change and the
menbers want a new | eadership, we must be ready to accept it and make way
for new faces.

"What is inmportant is the party's struggles and not one's personal
interests," he said.
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