10/ 07/ 2003
Achi evenents in balancing Islam and nodernity inpress foreign ulam

Sheridan Mahavera; Roziana Hansawi

THE choice of Malaysia as the venue for the first Wrld Conference of
Islami c Scholars was a hands down decision due to the country's inpressive
achi evenent in bal ancing nodernity and | sl am

International ulama participating in the conference which starts
tomorrow vi ewed Mal aysia as an exanple of a very successful Islamc state
with its devel opnent equal to that of a devel oped nati on.

The conference's inplenentation comittee chairman Datuk Nakhai e Ahnad
said the ulama were greatly inpressed with Malaysia's ability to devel op
the country into a nodern nation wthout sacrificing Islamc values and
princi pl es.

"When we proposed that the conference be held here, they all agreed," he
said when nmet at the Putrajaya Marriot Hotel here tonorrow.

The ulama were also in unison in supporting the setting up of a
per manent secretariat here, the details of which will be fine-tuned during
the three-day neeting, said Nakhaie.

He added that having a pernanent secretariat would enable it to organise
di scussi ons and workshops on a regul ar basis.

"We are also |looking at making this conference an annual event," he
sai d.

Since yesterday, 50 per cent of the foreign participants have arrived
while the rest are due later tonight and tonmorrow norning, said Nakhaie
adding that the list of foreign delegates had growmn fromthe initial 80 to
90.

Participation fromthe | ocals was al so overwhel m ng with sone 800
confirmng their attendance fromthe earlier target of 600

"From this very encouragi ng response, we know that they expect sonething
constructive would come out fromthis conference."

Anmong t he objectives of the conference are to bring forth resourcefu
ideas to the Muslim ummah, to widen their minds and separate religious
i ssues from political affairs and to elucidate the true neaning of Islam
to ward off irresponsible and extrene quarters.

The conference would also be a platformfor Mal aysia to share its
experience in developing Islam the econony and politics.

Nakhai e said the two |ocal presenters, National Econom c Action Council
executive director Datuk Mistapa Mhaned and Petronas president Tan Sri
Hassan Marican would provide the Ml aysian perspective in the nanagenent
of the country's econony and natural resources.

He said the preparations for the conference, a brainchild of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad were running snoothly

The conference, to be opened by Dr Mahathir and closed by his deputy
Dat uk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, will see the tabling of 22 working
papers on various issues affecting the unmah.

One of the prominent participants is Egypt's Al -Azhar University Sheikh,
Dr Mohamad Sayyed Tantawi, who will deliver his keynote address on
Fri day.
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