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Aer ospace players return with a bang

Jassm ne Shadi ge

THE Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace (Linma) 2003 aerospace
segment will see a return of nmajor industry players following a two-year
hi at us.

The event received a | ukewarm response in 2001 followi ng the Sept 11
terrorist attacks in the United States.

"This year's show sees the return of the aerospace industry's biggest
pl ayers, giving Lima 2003 its due recognition as one of the premer
def ence events on the international calendar," Le Proton LIMA executive
chairman Datuk Mhd Radzi Manan said in a recent interview

As in previous years, the New Straits Tines is the official nedia
partner of Lina for aerospace and nmaritine.

This year's Lima has been billed as the year's biggest event in
Sout heast Asia, and will be the place for conmpanies to show off their
i nnovati ons.

Le Proton Lima is the organiser of the aerospace segnent, while HWLina
is responsible for the nmaritine segment.

Wth fewer than two weeks renmining for the event, 510 conpanies from 25
countries have confirmed their participation.

These include United Kingdoms BAE Systens and Rolls Royce; Russia's
Rosobor oneexport; Denel (South Africa); Northrop G unman Corp, Raytheon
Co, The Boeing Co and Lockheed Martin (United States); Ericsson and Saab
AB (Sweden); Matra BAE Dynamics MBDA and Thal es (France); Al enia
Aeronautica SpA, Galileo Avionica and Augusta Wstland (ltaly) and
Mot orsi ch (Ukrai ne).

Mohd Radzi said the Royal Australia Air Force would bring one of its F-
111 fighter planes and this was a first for Lina.

"The biennial event was Dr Mahathir's brainchild and this attribution
was a way of saying thank you to himas the event was the catalyst for
devel opi ng the aerospace sector," he said.

This year's event is expected to attract 100,000 visitors representing
governments, industry players and potential clients.

The first Lima in 1991 drew 150; two years ago, nore than 350 com panies
from 32 countries took part.

The aerospace segnent, the seventh such exhibition since its inception
in 1991, will be held at the Mihsuri International Exhibition Centre near
Langkawi | nternational Airport beginning today.

The MEC has a built up area of 22,000 square netres and 49,400 square
metres of outdoor display area coupled with state-of-the-art facilities.

The static display will feature 86 aircrafts and several aviation
aerobatics teams will also be displaying their skills.

This will include displays by UK s Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team the
Red Arrows, whose nenbers skipped Lima 2001.

O her aerobatic displays will be perforned by pilots flying the US Air
Force F18Fs and F16s, Russia's Sukhoi SU 30s and the Royal Ml aysian Air
Force's M G 29N Ful crum and F/ A- 18D Hor net s.
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