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Anti-terrorismcentre: US offers services, assistance

Koh Lay Chin

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - The United States is looking forward to the
establishment of the regional training centre here to counter terrorism
and is willing to contribute its services to the centre.

M ssouri Senator Christopher S. Bond said today that the US was "nopst
anxious to work with Malaysia" to set up the proposed training centre this
year.

"The Anerican point of viewis that Malaysia is doing an excellent job
(in countering terrorisn); we are learning from you. From the briefings
and all we have learned, | do not know of any other country that is doing
a better job than Malaysia," he said at a Press roundtable at the 10
Mariott Hotel.

Bond is on a two-day working visit to Malaysia to discuss various issues
with Ml aysian | eaders, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Foreign Mnister
Dat uk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

US Anbassador to Ml aysia Marie Huhtala, who was al so at the roundtabl e,
said the US would offer its help to the centre in terns of providing
instructors or drawing up a curriculumrelated to countering terrorism

The centre, set to be operational this year, was proposed by Washington
during the visit to Malaysia by US Secretary of State Colin Powell in July
| ast year and Malaysia later agreed to it.

On the travel warnings issued by the US on Ml aysia, Bond said it was
routine for the US to notify their travellers about countries where
certain "activities may be of concern".

"My nessage to the people in the US and in Mssouri is that this is a
wonderful place to visit ... there is nuch to learn and much to see. The
war nings are for (the travellers), advising to be cautious," he said,
addi ng that security measures that were sonetines "burdensonme" were a
necessary process and part of the caution the US had to exercise.

Bond said in his neeting with Najib yesterday, they spoke on a w de
range of subjects related to co-operation and military matters, such as
Mal aysi a' s consi deration on purchasing F/ A-18 fighter aircraft fromthe
US.

"I represent the State of Mssouri, which has offered through the US
Navy the sale of the F/A-18s to the Governnent of Ml aysia," he said.

Bond, who has served Mssouri as a Senator since 1986, also said he
spoke about issues related to bio-technology with Agriculture M nister
Dat uk Effendi Norwawi yesterday and that they had outlined areas of co-
operation between the two countries.

He would al so speak to Dr Mahathir on biotechnol ogy, he said, adding
that: "In previous neetings, the Prine Mnister expressed great interest
in building Biovalley and to work in collaboration with US scientists and
scientists from across the world."

Donal d Danforth Plant Science Centre president Roger N Beachy, who
acconpani ed Bond on the working visit, said the co-operation in
bi ot echnol ogy would aim to provide healthier food products and a heal thier
environment, and to deal with problens afflicting crops throughout the
wor | d.

"W have been working with Mardi (Ml aysian Agricultural Research and
Devel oprment Institute) since 1997 in research on diseases that attack rice
and papayas. W are al so working on devel opi ng genetically-nodified plants



that are resistant to viruses," he said.

Beachy al so said the co-operation would include |ooking at ways
Mal aysi an farners could grow their produce w thout using agro-chenicals as
well as dealing with safety evaluation issues related to biotechnol ogy.

"Mal aysi an scientists are hard-working and very well trained, but
sci ence noves very quickly so it is inportant that they continue to have
access to new technol ogi es and advanced | aboratories," he said, adding
that the projects between the two countries were |ong-term studies.

Bond said he cane to Malaysia regularly for neetings with its |eaders
and that both countries had a very good working relationship.

"We appreciate Malaysia for taking a |eadership role in fighting
terrorismwhich is a threat to peace-loving people throughout the world
and we value the friendship between us," he added.
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