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Jason Cerald
PEKAN, Wed. - The Agriculture Mnistry will launch its nationw de nodern
agricultural transformation programme so that |ocal farners, breeders and
fi shermen could be on par with their counterparts in devel oped countries.
M ni ster Datuk Dr Mohd Effendi Norwawi said the progranme would help
free those in the industry of third parties when marketing their products.
This nmeans that their products will be sent directly to supermarkets and
hyper mar ket s.
However for this to materialise, Effendi said, farmers, breeders and
fishernmen nmust ensure that their produce were of high quality.
"W have conpleted the transformati on progranmme on paper and are waiting
for the right tine to inplenent it. This night be done in a nonth or two.
"The new system will see the optimm use of nodern equi pnent and

technol ogy by our target groups. This will enable them to comercialise
their ventures,” he said at the Peninsular Ml aysia Agricultural Assistant
Soci al Services programe dinner at the Pekan District Council Hall |ast
ni ght .

Al so present were Cuepacs president Datuk N. Siva Subranmani am Pahang
State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Wan Razali Wan Mahussin, State Agriculture
director Datuk Sal eha |brahi mand Peninsul ar Mal aysia Agricultura
Assi stants Uni on (PMAAU) president Norasid O hnan.

Sone 275 PMAAU nenbers in the country, including Sabah and Sarawak, took
part in the five-day progranme which required themto stay with farmers
breeders and fishermen in the Pekan district and help inplenent the
programes outlined by the Mnistry and obtain feedback on the problens
faced in the sector.

He said the nopdernisation progranmme was in line with the call by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to see | ocal farmers, breeders and
fishernmen on par with their counterparts in devel oped countries.

"Qur main aimis to bring them out of poverty," he said.

Effendi said to ensure the progranme woul d be a success, those in the
agricultural sector nust be willing to accept changes and transfer of
technol ogy to be introduced by the Mnistry.

"The people involved in the sector should ook at their venture as a
comerci al business and not a part tine job."

Effendi also called on the agricultural assistants to be nore proactive
and to help convince the people in the sector to accept the changes in the
i ndustry.

"To do this they should acquire nore know edge and keep abreast with the
| atest technology in the sector,” he said.
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