07/ 02/ 2003

Nat ure Soci ety, WA back jail proposa

KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - Wiile welconing the proposal to jail those who
clear land and cut hillslopes illegally, the Milaysian Nature Society has
al so suggested actions the Governnent could take to protect the highl ands.

These include a five-year noratoriumon all highland devel opment and the
gradual phasing-out of short-termagricultural projects in hilly areas.

Responding to the jailing proposal by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mhamad, MS executive officer Andrew Sebastian called on the
CGovernnment to "nmake exanpl es" of the offenders.

"W fully agree with a jail sentence as fines and conpounds don't
achi eve much. The necessary anendnents should be nmade to laws," he said.

Sebastian said the one-year study by the Cabi net Conmittee on Hi ghl and
and |sland Devel opnment was too short to accurately determine the effects
of human activity on wildlife and highland ecosystens.

"You need nore than a year to observe the migration of birds, or the
life-cycles of flora and fauna.

"Only then can the authorities cone up with guidelines that really
contribute towards the preservation of the highlands," he said.

Wrld Wde Fund for Nature Ml aysia executive director Datuk Dr M khai
Kavanagh Abdull ah al so supported stiffer penalties for illegal
| andcl earers.

"W are delighted with the Prine Mnister's suggestion. At the sane
time, the punishment should fit the crime and the authorities should
decide what is fitting. Stiffer penalties will indeed nmake enforcenent
stronger."
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