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Airbus confident in conpany's ability

COWPOSI TES Technol ogy Research Mal aysia, a regular at the Langkaw

International Maritinme and Aerospace exhibition, will be involved in three
events this year.
The first will be the signing and handover of the conpleted fixed

| eadi ng- edge conponents of the A380 Airbus, and a signing agreenment wth
Eur ocopter to do custom sation work on B0105 helicopters.

Most inportantly, it will launch its four-seater aircraft, the Lancair
Col unbia 300, for the Asia-Pacific region at this year's Lina.

Its chief operating officer, Francis H ew, said the handover of the
conponents to Airbus also marked a significant devel opnent as CTRM had
managed to gain the confidence of the aircraft giant to produce and
deliver these aircraft components on tine.

He said the Airbus A380 was the latest and the biggest passenger
aircraft in the world and it could accompdate 555 passengers and crew.

"Hence, being entrusted with this responsibility shows Airbus
confidence in the conpany and staff to manufacture fixed |eading-edge
conponents for the aircraft.

"Furthernmore, by handing over the conponents at Lina shows our
conmitrment to build and provide these conponents on tinme to the aircraft
giant," he said.

The A 380 fixed | eading-edge | ower panels consists of 70 structural wi ng
panel s per aircraft.

Si xty-six panels are nmade from advanced carbon conposite materials and
the renmaining fromnetal.

The handover marks another nilestone for CTRM foll owi ng the signing of
an agreenent on Cct 3 last year to provide these conponents. The signing
of the agreenment, which was held at CTRMs facility in Batu Berendam
Mal acca was witnessed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad

Besi des providing the fixed |eadi ng-edge conmponent for the Airbus A380,
it also provides conponents for the A 320 and A 300 Airbus aircraft.

He said the signing of an agreement wi th Eurocopter was another
mlestone for it as it was now working on aeroplanes and helicopters.

"This is our first venture with helicopters and by doing the
custonm sation work, the conpany hopes to |learn sonething new as what we
did when we first acquired the Eagle aircraft," he said.

On the launching of the Lancair Colunbia 300 aircraft, he said the
aeropl ane had been featured in the United States and had been accepted
there since 1998.

However, he said, this was the first time that the aircraft would be
 aunched in the Asia-Pacific region

"The aircraft is a collaboration with Lancair Conpany, which is one of
our subsidiary conpanies based in Oegon, United States.

The aircraft is equipped with the latest technol ogy including having the
d obal Positioning System and autopilot. CTRM enploys 540 people, mainly
in Batu Berendam and al so in Kuala Lunpur.
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