28/ 04/ 2003
“The Economist' taken to task in Ml ay nedia

Bal an Mbses; Ranl an Said; Lim Chee Wi

BERI TA Harian and Utusan Ml aysia agreed over the weekend that political
interests could be behind the article in The Econom st that belittled
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

They felt sonme quarters were out to undernine the Prime Mnister by
maki ng light of his integrity and success.

Ut usan Mal aysia front-paged a report that the distribution of The
Economi st here would be reviewed if the nagazine refused to apol ogise to
t he Governnent.

It quoted Deputy Home M nister Datuk Chor Chee Heung as saying that the
Gover nrent woul d not send any protest to the London-based nagazine for its
insulting report entitled "A qualified success" by Christopher Lockwood.

Utusan Mal aysia's Awang Sel amat, in his weekend Bisik-Bisik M ngguan
colum, anal ysed the nmagazi ne's notives.

He expressed surprise that sone were out to tarnish Dr Mahathir's inage
despite the fact that he was stepping down in Cctober.

Meanwhi l e, Berita Mnggu reported that Lima 03 from Sept 30 to Cct 3
woul d be nore exciting with the confirned participation of the Red Arrows
team from Britain.

The paper al so published an interesting story which rarely happens - a
worman in Taiping not only gave her husband pernission to take a second
wi fe but arranged the marri age herself.

Roki ah Mohd Amin, 48, "selected" Sal biah Daud, 33, to nmarry her hus
band Orar Makhtar, 54. The RM3, 000 wang hantaran (dowy) and wedding ring
were al so provided by her.

"It is fated," said both women of the marriage, which the witer
concl uded would not go down well wth proponents of the "One Husband One
W fe" canpaign.

Meanwhi l e, the Finance Mnistry disclosed that Ml ays forned the
majority of bankrupts till the end of last year, with 51 per cent from
104, 770 cases, reported Berita Harian on Saturday.

The percentage was far higher than other races, with Chinese at 39 per
cent, Indians (nine per cent) and others (one per cent).

Still on nmoney, what would you do with a RwWb0, 000 cash prize won in a
contest?

Go on holiday, buy yourself lavish gifts, or get yourself the car you
al ways want ed?

Not hing so frivolous for Sunway College student Khatijah Khalil ur
Rahman, 19.

She donated the whole sumto Mercy Malaysia to fund its charity work in
Irag.
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