01/ 07/ 2003
Al | owance for SARS nedical staff soon

Anni e Freeda Cruez
KUALA LUMPUR, Mbdn. - Doctors and nedical workers who risked their lives
treating Severe Acute Respiratory Syndronme patients will soon receive
their critical allowance of RM200 to RMAOO per nonth, backdated to April
1.

The 5,601 nedical personnel stand to gain fromthe RV million allocated

fromthe RW.3 billion stinmulus package announced by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in May.
Doctors will be paid RVM00 while nurses, attendants and health officers

will get RM00 a nonth.

Health Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Alias Ali said they subnmitted
the proposal to the Treasury |ast week and the noney would be paid out as
soon as approval was received.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the weekly Technical Committee
Meeting on SARS at the ministry, he said the noney would be given to 21
SARS desi gnated hospitals, State health departnents and the ministry for
di stribution.

Those benefiting worked in SARS isolation wards in the designated
hospitals, |aboratories, entry points (airports and ports), the Ml aysia-
Si ngapore Second Link and Causeway, SARS operations roomin the mnistry,
and health officers in States who hel ped track down people who cane in
contact with probable SARS victins. Ml aysia recorded five probable SARS
cases with two deaths.

The G obal Alert on SARS was announced by the Wirld Health Organisation
on March 12 and Mal aysia imediately nobilised its SARS operations room
followed by the setting up of SARS designated hospitals, National
Conmittee on SARS Control and SARS designhated gates at entry points in
airports, ports and causeway.

At present, all the SARS isolation wards are enpty.

Besi des reduci ng the nunber of SARS isolation wards nationw de, Alias
said, the staff had al so been re-deployed to other jobs, although they
have been told to be on standby in case of a re-energence of the deadly
di sease.

"If the SARS G obal alert is lifted, as expected on July 2, then
everything would revert to normal," said Alias, adding SARS isolation
wards would be closed and used as normal wards and screening at entry
poi nts woul d cease.

As for the Ml aysi a- Si ngapore Cross-Border Health Committee neeting to
be held on July 11 here, Alias said it would go on as scheduled but their
concentration would be on preparations for future challenges posed by the
energence and re-energence of old and new viruses.

He said Asean+3 Project on "strengthening |aboratory surveillance
capacity and quality assurance for disease surveillance”" would be held in
Penang fromJuly 7 to 9. If the SARS alert was lifted, a final neeting of
the national comittee m ght be convened.

Hong Kong and China, the worst affected, got the allclear from WHO this
nont h. Taiwan and Toronto, Canada, are expected to follow soon.
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