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"Dr Man exanple of a true Muslimleader'

Ahmad A Talib

LEBANESE Prinme Mnister Rafic Hariri heaped praise on Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad, saying that his Ml aysian counterpart is a good exanple
of a true Muslim |l eader and has taken his country to success.

At a joint Press conference after their neeting yesterday, Hariri said:
"Dr Mahathir has turned his country into one of the world' s nost
sophi sticated economies. He is a big |eader of the noderate Mislim world,
and he presents the real Islam"

Standi ng next to Dr Mahathir when speaking to the nmedia, Hariri said:
"You know how nmuch Muslinms these days are under attack. W are very proud
to have a |l eader like Dr Mahathir, who is well known in the world.

"He is a leader with a vision, noderate, strong and has led his country
to be the best. This is an exanple to noderate Mislinms of what they can
achieve in leading their countries, and Malaysia is one of the |eading
countries in the Muslimworld,"” he said.

He was al so asked if he would miss Dr Mahathir, who has announced his
intention to retire this year.

He said: "W have tal ked about this; you know this is up to the
Mal aysi an people and to the Prinme Mnister to decide, but if we had a
word, | would ask himto stay."

He said he told Dr Mahathir during their nmeeting that he would al ways be
wel comed in Lebanon.

He said Dr Mahathir was not only the |eader of Ml aysia, but also one of
the few | eaders of the world who took his country from where it was 22
years ago to what it is now

"So, we welcome you here. W feel proud that you are anbng us. Your
peopl e and yourself are always welcone to cone to Lebanon anytine," he
sai d.
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