14/ 06/ 2003
Ankara keen to learn fromKL's success story

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - Inpressed with Ml aysia' s speedy economc recovery after
the regional crisis of 1997/98, Ankara said today it was keen to learn
from Kual a Lunpur's success story.

Turkish Prime Mnister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who arrived here today for
a three-day official visit, also expressed hope that Kuala Lunpur could
hel p pronote better ties between Turkey and other Asean nenbers.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said Erdogan, who held a
four-eyed nmeeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
followed by the full delegation neeting here, was also keen to enhance
ti es between both nations.

Syed Hanid said both | eaders enjoyed warm and cordi al discussions that
touched on bilateral, mnultilateral and international issues

"They are very happy to see the strong co-operation that both countries
enjoy, be it at the United Nations or the OC (O ganisation of Islanic
Conf erence).

"Turkey also wants to play a role in the Non-Aligned Myvenent. They
would like to conme in as an observer," Syed Hamid told a Press conference
after the del egation neeting.

Erdogan, who is here on the invitation of Dr Mhathir, is acconpanied by
three Cabinet ninisters, nine nmenbers of parlianment and 107 busi nessnen.

Syed Hanmid said the |leaders also discussed ways existing cooperation in
econony, politics, and cultural and tourism activities could be enhanced
especially through increased participation of the private sector

"Dr Mahathir enphasised that Ml aysi an conmpani es woul d take an active
role in the opening the Turkish econony to foreigners. Ml aysian private
conpani es, he said, are keen to be involved in the privatisation of many
projects there."

Syed Hami d said Erdogan also stressed that Ankara could offer
engi neering expertise, particularly in the field of ship-building and
rel ated heavy industries.

The Foreign Mnister said the Ml aysial/ Turkey Friendship Association
woul d be further activated through an increased exchange of visits,

i nvol ving both Governnment officials and the private sector.

He said both |eaders also believed nore nore opportunities in tourism
could be created between both countries. "Ml aysia would also |ike Turkey
to re-establish the Turkish Airlines flights to Kuala Lunpur through code-
sharing with Mal aysia Airlines."

Syed Hamid said both |leaders and their del egations also touched on
current international issues like the situation in the Mddl e East and
Irag.

He said Kuala Lumpur and Ankara shared comon views in matters
pertaining to the situation in Irag and the Mddle East road nap brokered
by the United States.

"W support the road map as a neans of achieving peace, if it is a way
of stopping violence and bringing both parties to the negotiating table.
That's why we are supporting it ... provided that is what the Pal estinians
want ," Syed Hami d said.

He added that in the case of lrag, both |eaders w shed to see the
territorial integrity of Irag maintained and a legitimate Iraqi governnent
est abl i shed.

After the two-hour del egation neeting, Ankara and Kuala Lunpur also



signed a menorandum of understanding on bilateral co-operation in the
energy and water nanagement sectors.

Wtnessed by both Dr Mahathir and Erdogan, Works M nister Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vellu inked the agreenent of behalf of the Ml aysian Government while
Turkey was represented by Transportation and Whrks Mnister Binali
Yildrim

Earlier, Erdogan and his wife Enmi ne were accorded a red carpet wel cone
as they began a three-day visit to Ml aysia today at the Dataran Perdana.
Al so present was Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Ali.
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