26/ 05/ 2003
PM Wal k across the Antarctica

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

LANGKAW, Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today threw
a challenge to Ml aysians to wal k across the Antarctica and create another
victory for the nation.

He said young people in the country should emrul ate the achi evenent of
foreigners who had crossed the coldest continent in the world

Dr Mahathir said conming froma place with a warm climate should not be
used as an excuse by Mal aysians that they would not be able to take up the
chal | enge.

"Surely this (the attenpt) is dangerous. Everything can be dangerous. W
can even neet with an accident and die while driving," he said.

Dr Mahathir said if Ml aysians undertook the Antarctica challenge, they
woul d beconme physically and nmentally strong and would be satisfied with
their achi evenent.

"The nation, too, will be proud of their capabilities,”" he said at a
Press conference after welcom ng national marathon sw nmer Abdul Malik
Mydin at the Kuah jetty, here.

He was asked on other form of challenges which he wanted to see
Mal aysi ans to undertake besides the achievenent of Datuk Azhar Mansor who
sail ed across the world and that of Malik's.

Mal i k's Kual a Perlis-Kuah challenge was to prepare himfor the English
Channel Chall enge 2003 which he will undertake in August.

The Prinme Mnister also challenged the younger generation to inprove
di scipline, upgrade their training and go for conpetitions with the
"Mal aysi a Bol eh" spirit.

He said it was meaningl ess to shout "Ml aysia Boleh" if the people
t hensel ves were not capabl e.

Earlier, when welcomng Malik, Dr Mahathir said that an achievenent I|ike
Mal i k's should be a challenge to young people to bring other successes to
the nati on.

"It is not easy for someone to swim 48km t hrough the night and with
limted food.

"But his spirit is high and he did 58 strokes per minute to reach here
nearly four hours earlier than expected," he added.

On an unrelated matter, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment would not force
enpl oyers in the private sector to pay bonus to their staff as businesses
of many conpani es were affected by the world econonmc sl owdown.

"But, those in the private sector who can afford can pay (bonus)," he
added.
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