08/ 08/ 2003
Any Mal aysi an can be selected to be first person in space

Chok Suat Ling
KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - Anyone, even an "ordinary Ml aysian", can becone
the country's first person in space in 2005, not necessarily one who is a
pilot or has military background. Selection will begin in two nonths

Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said today the selection comittee
chaired by National Space Agency director-general Prof Datuk Mazl an O hrman
woul d be inviting Ml aysians fromall walks of life to apply.

The Prime Mnister said Malaysia's first astronaut could be "anybody at

al | an academic, mlitary personnel or others.

"The person must have the mninum qualifications and selection will be
based on health, know edge and skills. In the end, two or three persons
will be chosen for training (in Russia).

"W need to have backup in case the main person selected cannot
participate in the launch,” he said after visiting Astronautic Technol ogy
(M Sdn Bhd (ATSB) at Technol ogy Park Mal aysi a.

ATSB was established to devel op Ml aysia' s space technol ogy
capabilities. It designed, devel oped, operated and |aunched Ml aysia's
first mcro-satellite TiungSAT-1 on Sept 26, 2000.

Dr Mahathir was briefed on Ml aysia's second observation satellite,
which was today officially nanmed RazakSAT as a tribute to Milaysia's
second Prime Mnister Tun Abdul Razak

The RazakSAT was previously called MacSAT

Dr Mahat hir expressed confidence that the first Ml aysian woul d be
| aunched into space by 2005.

"We can do it. In those days, it took tine because there were so many
things we did not know. But now we have people with experience. W can
learn fromthem ... we don't have to re-invent the wheel."

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak announced on Tuesday t hat
Mal aysi a woul d |l aunch a programme in 2005 to send an astronaut to space as
part of an offset programme for its purchase of 18 Sukhoi fighter jets
worth US$900 million (RMB.42 billion) from Russia.

Naj i b, who announced this on the sidelines of a delegation neeting
bet ween Ml aysia and Russia in conjunction with the visit of Russian
President Mladimr Putin, said it would be a first for the country and
woul d encourage nore Ml aysians to |ook at space travel and aerospace
t echnol ogy.

On the RazakSAT, which is expected to be launched in md-August next
year, Dr Mahathir said "good progress" had been made

"At first we had wanted to ask other people to develop it for us but we
saw that our engineers were capable. After we sent themfor training in
South Korea, they were able to cone up with their own conponents.

"l see that we have the capability. Qur only constraint is that we
started late. W need to get the experience and spend noney ... that is
the only problem?"”

The devel opnent of the RazakSAT marks the first time a satellite is
bei ng devel oped by Ml aysian engi neers. Sixteen ATSB engi neers are
directly involved in the devel opnment of the satellite and its payl oad.

The satellite will be able to capture digital inages of objects bigger
than 2.5 square netres, and is nore advanced than the Ti ungSAT-1

Meanwhi | e, Mazl an, who was al so present at the function, said the
Mal aysi an chosen would be part of the Russian crew and perform scientific
experinments in space. "However, the astronaut need not be specialised in



the field as he or she can be trained."”

Mazl an said applicants would have their health and IQ tested, anong
others. "The person nust be able to withstand hi gh speeds. Applicants will
be spun at high speed until they becone unconscious as part of the
screeni ng procedure.”

She said two persons, with one serving as backup, would be selected for
training in Russia for 18 nonths to be "professional astronauts".

She, however, added that the applicants nust hold degrees.
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