27/ 04/ 2003
Apol ogi se, The Economi st told

Noor Adzman Bahar uddin

PENANG, Sat. - Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi today said The Econoni st
shoul d apol ogi se to Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad and the people for
insulting the Prine Mnister and his | eadership

The acting Prime Mnister said the magazine had given false infornation
about Dr Mahathir and his | eadership.

"I think it is best the magazi ne apol ogises," he said after playing in
the Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) charity golf tournanent at the
Bukit Janmbul Country C ub here.

"The magazi ne had given wong information in the article."

O hers at the tournament were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon,
Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and State MCA chairnan
Wng Kam Hoong

The tournanent raised RM320,000 for the UTAR building fund

Asked if the article entitled "A Qualified Success" was published on

behalf of a third party, Abdullah said, "I do not want to specul ate.
"We | ooked at the article and found that it contained feedback fromthe
Opposi tion.

"The Econonist, should bear full responsibility. The article was witten
by the magazine's reporter and any material published is its
responsibility.

Abdul | ah said the people's support for Dr Mahathir was unwavering

"The people are solidly behind Dr Mahathir and fully appreciate his
achi evenents. Not just the (local) people, but also foreigners have
acknowl edged Dr Mahathir's |eadership and contribution to the nation.'

On the article in the Pas newsletter Harakah that clained the Governnent
had worked with the United States to topple the Iraqi Governnent,
Abdul I ah, who is also Hone M nister, said:

"It is baseless. It is as if they do not understand the Governnent's
policies and stance. W observe denbcracy but they exploit it to spread
their brand of politics.

"What is inmportant is whether the people believe in us or them'
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