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Arabi ¢ book on Dr Mahathir's contri butions

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - A book will soon be witten in Arabic featuring
Mal aysia's role and contributions to the Arab and Islanic countries under
the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Titled Mahathir Mhamad From An Arab and Mislim Perspective, it is
expected to be launched in conjunction with the sunmit of the Organisation
of Islamc Conference (O C) here in Cctober.

The book, witten by a United Arab Emirates (UAE) journalist, would
hi ghlight Dr Mahathir's role in defending Islamc countries and its ummh
(peopl e).

Mal aysi an Anbassador to UAE, Syed Hussein Abdul Kadir Al-Habshee, told a
Press conference today that the book, which is the first of its kind,
woul d al so highlight Dr Mahathir's visions and achi evenents and his
contributions to Mislins.

"It is a continuous effort to enhance the relationship between Ml aysi a
and the Arab and Muslim countries. It enphasises on the bilateral co-
operation through exanples of Dr Mahathir's initiatives as Prine
M nister," he said.

At the norment, the author was still in the midst of arranging the facts
and expected to conplete in Septenber, he said, adding that the book woul d
be translated i nto Bahasa Ml aysia and English early next year.

The author, Dr Abdul Raheem Abdul Wahid, said witing about Dr Mhathir
was a challenge as no one could illustrate the success of Dr Mihathir and
Mal aysi a over the |ast 22 years in one book.

However, he said, the intention was to |l et Arab readers know that Dr
Mahathir is a | eader who cared for his nation and the unmmah.

Asked why he decided to wite on the Prime Mnister, he said: "I took up
the chal l enge because Arab readers are largely unaware of the enornous
contribution that the Ml aysian |eader had made towards the Arab cause
during the last 22 years."

He also said: "Dr Mahathir is one of the few Islanmic |eaders who speaks
his mnd openly and frankly.

"He is concerned with the present state of the Muslimworld and fights
strongly and consistently to give Islam and Miuslins a good inmge."
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