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"Work harder to catch up' (HL)

Chow Kum Hor

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Bumiputeras have to work harder to catch up quickly
wi th non-Bumi puteras as racial harnmony is the key to the country's
stability and prosperity, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d.

Addressing the nation in his |ast National Day nessage, Dr Mhathir said
that non-Bum puteras should not get upset if their Bumiputera counterparts
succeed because it would benefit all races.

In a speech focusing on the weaknesses of the Malays, Dr Mhathir
apol ogised for bringing up the issue but said the matter was inmportant for
the country's well-being.

"This is the last time | can speak in conjunction with a day that is so
important to us all: Merdeka Day, our National Day.

"This is why | ask to speak longer than usual. There are many nessages
that | want to get across, and which | feel are inportant to us all," he
said in the address aired over all television channels tonight.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to retire in Cctober, after 22 years as the
country's longest-serving Prime Mnister. He has naned Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi as his successor.

Lamenting the failure of Bumiputeras to keep up, Dr Mhathir said they
now only controlled 19 per cent of the country's econony although the New
Econom ¢ Policy had set a target of 30 per cent.

He attributed this to the Ml ays' greed, those who sold the equity given
to them by the Government to non-Bum puteras for quick gains.

He urged the Malays to, first of all, acknow edge their weaknesses and
find ways to overconme them This was possible if they worked hard and did
not | ook for short cuts.

Cting the exanmple of Datuk Abdul Mlik Mydin who braved freezing waters
and high waves to becone the first Ml aysian to swim across the English
Channel recently, Dr Mhathir said the marathon sw nmer succeeded because
he had undergone rigorous training and was also nentally prepared.

"When Azhar, who sailed solo around the world, returned to the country,
there were people who asked how he did it... | am disappointed that even
sone young Mal ays had wanted to know what kind of ilnu (supernatural
power) Azhar had used to conplete the feat," said Dr Mihathir, in
reference to sailor Datuk Azhar Mansor.

These peopl e thought that Azhar knew black magic, and wanted to apply
the sane "power" as a short-cut to personal success, he said.

To succeed, he said one nmust be know edgeabl e, work hard, stay
di sci plined and be patient. Prayers alone would not help if one did not
put in enough effort, he said.

During the recent United Statesled war in lrag, he said nmany Mislinms
al so prayed for lraqg to triunph but the country was invaded anyway.

He attributed the downfall of the Iraqi regine to the oppression
conmitted by President Saddam Hussein against its own people so much so
the Iragis were not willing to sacrifice their lives to defend the regine.

"Saddam was defeated by hinself because he did not adhere to the true
teachings of Islam Qur prayers were not enough to undo the neglect of Is
| am caused by the Iragi |eader," Dr Mhathir, who had opposed the war,
sai d.

He al so expressed disappoi ntment over people who thought that if they
cane into power they, too, could run the country successfully and did not



need to be grateful to anyone.

"In a society that is not grateful, everyone will be selfish. There wll
not be friendship and even famly ties will not exist. Everyone will be
greedy and there will not be a civilised society. This will give rise to

the Stone Age where might is right."

He said this would be an un-Islam c society although those who spread
i ngratitude anmong the people, did it in the name of Islam

Mal aysi a, he said, was no longer a small country. It has a popul ati on of
25 mllion and a per capita incone of RML4,000, conpared with a popul ation
of five mllion and a per capita incone of RVBOO before independence 46
years ago

Since 1957, the country had built infrastructure which was on par with
those from the devel oped nations while the wage difference between the
hi ghest- and the |lowest-paid civil servants had narrowed from78 tines to
29 times, Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance M nister, said.

The average sal ary of Mal aysians has al so gone up by 6.5 per cent while
inflation by 3.3 per cent during the same period, leading to increased
pur chasi ng power.

The Prime Mnister said Ml aysia was already regarded as a "seni-
devel oped nation", and the people should not expect to pay Third Wrld
prices for First World facilities.

Si nce independence, the country had progressed using a blend of [ocal
approaches and nethods used by other nations, he added

From racial problens to security and the econony, Dr Mahathir said even
the international conmunity had acknow edged that the Mal aysi an approach
in dealing with such problens was just as good, if not better, than the
ort hodox nmet hods.

"Now, we find that our forner colonial masters do not want us to be
free. Qur territory is still being targeted by them whether directly or
ot herwi se. One subtle way is through conquering our mnds," he said
addi ng that Ml aysians should be vigilant of these attenpts by the foreign
power s.

He said Mal aysians were no less intelligent than those from ot her
countries, as locals not only had clinbed Munt Everest, walked to the
North Pole, sailed solo around the globe but the country had al so offered
the world quality and sophisticated products besides building skyscrapers
and nodern roads.

God willing, Dr Mahathir said the country would become a devel oped
nati on by 2020.

"This country is our responsibility. It is not that we are arrogant and
think that we are so intelligent that we do not need the help of others
W are prepared to learn fromthe Wst and the East. But in the end, we
are the ones who decide which is the best way."



	`Work harder to catch up' (HL) (NST 31/08/2003)

