11/ 02/ 2003
Article takes issue with PMover reply to Jayakunar

By Bal an Mses

"A COUNTRY' s i ndependence cannot be given", read the headline of a story
in The Straits Tinmes of Singapore on Sunday which took issue with Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad for his reply to a statenent by Singapore Foreign
M ni ster S. Jayakunar

The conment piece by Janadas Devan | ashed out at the Prime Mnister for
what he all eged was "an astoni shing perfornmance".

Cstensi bly an anal ytical assessnment of Dr Mahathir's statenment, the
piece did little in this respect besides calling into question the
veracity of Dr Mahathir's statenents.

The witer began by making |ight of Dr Mahathir's statenent that the
Si ngapore Government was trying to divert the attention of Singaporeans
fromthe poor performance of their econony by picking a quarrel with
Mal aysi a. He proceeded to state that readers should read betwen the lines
as "people on both sides of the Causeway nmay have m ssed what he did not
say, which was nore inportant than what he did say".

Dr Mahathir's so-called aneliorated tone in the recent past was
hi ghlighted, the witer noting that no nmention was made of "war", "bl oody
nose" or changi ng Mal aysian laws "to nullify the water agreenents"”.

In another report Li-Ann We quoted Environment Mnister Lim Swee Say as
sayi ng t hat Singaporeans need not worry about not havi ng enough water.

"If need be, Singapore can be self-sufficient in water by 2061, when the
second of the two water agreenents with Ml aysia expires.”

On anot her subject, a piece in the newspaper yesterday threw |ight on
why Si ngaporeans were reluctant to start fanilies.

"Seven out of 10 people say free nedical care for nother and child is a
nmore i nportant perk than noney (17 per cent) when coaxi ng young couples to
have a baby,"” said the article.
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