22/ 09/ 2003

"Dr M has proven Malaysia is his biggest project’

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has
proven that Ml aysia is his biggest project, achieving tremendous success
for the nation which has nmade himthe greatest Malay |eader in the
nation's history, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi
said tonight.

Launchi ng the Encycl opedia of Dr Mahathir Bin Mhamad, Prinme M nister of
Mal aysia, at International Islamc University Ml aysia, Abdullah said with
Dr Mahathir at the helm for 22 years, Malaysia was now on the world nap.

"Dr Mahathir's encyclopedia exhibits his intellectual gifts as a thinker
with a thinking style which is synergistic and eclectic, very ahead of
time. He generates and sparks ideas with his enthusiasm coupled with
boundl ess energy, successfully dispersing ideas that have propelled
Mal aysia to its present status in Asia and the world."

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir's ideas and visions had been proven by, anpbng
others, the Miltimedia Super Corridor, Putrajaya, Twin Towers and the
nati onal car project, Proton

He said Ml aysians must ensure the continuing success of Dr Mahathir's
vi sionary ideas, including the super world-class infrastructure plan, and
not to use the plan with a Third Wrld nentality.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir had been able to blend his scientific mind
with his political mnd to generate and spark ideas undreamed of by any
other political |eader.

"Herein lies Dr Mahathir's exceptional and inconparable gifts as a
| eader. His ideas are bold, daring and thought provoking, representing a
style of leadership that is uncommopn anpbng |eaders in Asian countries. Hs
| egacy (contained in the encyclopedia) will continue to provoke us to
ponder and reflect," Abdullah said.

He said Malaysians as well as Muslins would benefit enorrmously from
readi ng and rereading Dr Mahathir's speeches

The two-version and bilingual encyclopedia, in Arabic and English, is a
conpilation of Dr Mahathir's speeches and ideas on gl obalisation, politics
and ot her issues on Ml aysia and Asi a.

The encycl opedia, conprising 10 volunes, contains speeches, delivered
and presented over the years, reflecting the Prime Mnister's views,
concerns and i deas on various issues.

Launched at the International Islamc University Malaysia (I1UM, the
encycl opedi a was published by four publishers - two from Cairo and Beirut
and two Mal aysi ans.

The encyclopedia will go on sale in the Ml aysi an market tonorrow and
will be available worldwi de after an official launch at Oxford University
London, on Tuesday. Each of the Arabic and English versions costs RML, 300
whil e the bilingual version costs Rw, 200.

Al so present at the launch were |1 UM president Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and
Dr Hassan El-Zein of publisher Dar-Al-Kitab A -Msri in Cairo.
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