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Asean pays tribute to Dr M (HL)
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ASEAN yesterday paid tribute to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, who
vehenment|y advocated regionalism throughout his 22 years as Prine
M nister, in an enmptional cerenpny at the Ninth Asean Sumit here.

Hol di ng back tears and choking on her words, Indonesian President and
summit chai rman Megawati Sukarnoputri bade farewell to Dr Mahathir,
describing himas a "statesman and a steadfast friend".

"Today, we take the opportunity to say farewell to Hi s Excell ency Bapak
Mahat hir," she said.

"The mark of his statesnmanship has been inprinted so deep in our
consciousness that in a larger sense, he will always be with us.

"The reach of his mind is so far and wide that on every issue laid
before us we will always try to recall what Dr Mahathir has said about it.

"He always had strong and inforned views. He never hesitated to say the
unpl easant . "

Megawati said Dr Mahathir's contribution to Asean was i mreasurabl e.

"I ndeed, he was one of those who worked the hardest to articulate an
Asean vision. That is why | can say with confidence that although Dr
Mahathir will |eave office, he will never abandon Asean.

"At anytinme in future, when we are bent by the weight of enornous
chal | enges, we can expect Dr Mhathir to be there, sharing his counsel and
giving us the benefit of his w sdom and experience.

"I amsure we will not be disappointed.”

In the 22 years, Dr Mahathir, who retires on Cct 31, has made various
proposals for and contributions to regional devel opnent.

It was his Governnent that was instrunental in persuading other Asean
nmenbers to adnit Vietnam Laos, Myanmar and Canbodia into the grouping.

Vi etnam was adnitted in 1995. The decision to adnit Canbodi a, Laos and
Myanmar was taken during Malaysia's chairmanship in 1997.

Asean nenbers were apprehensive about accepting the four because they
were afraid that these | ess-devel oped countries would inpede the region's
economi ¢ grow h.

Sone feared that by accepting Myanmar, derided by the West for alleged
denocracy violations, Asean would face retaliation from world powers.

Under Dr Mahathir's chairmanship of Asean, Japan, South Korea and China
were invited to attend the Asean Sunmit as partners, which later evolved
into the Asean+3 forum a de facto East Asian Economic G ouping first
proposed by the Prine Mnister in 1990 but opposed by the United States.

Asean+3 is now a permanent forum and the 13 countries now agree that
there is a need for an East Asian G ouping.

To enhance regional integration, it was Dr Mihathir who proposed the
5, 500km Asian railway line |inking Singapore and Kunm ng in China.

Mal aysia has contributed RM mllion for the feasibility study for the
multi-billion dollar project, which will facilitate travel and inprove
rel ati ons anong peoples in the region.

The Asean Vision 2020 is nodelled after Mlaysia' s Vision 2020.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said he felt special to be honoured by his
counterparts in Asean.

"I have had the privilege of attending nost of the Asean sunmits. During
these years, | have seen many changes take place in Asean.

"Today, it enconpasses the whole Southeast Asia and it is one of the
nmost successful regional organisations,” he said.



Dr Mahathir said although in its early years Asean had been witten off
as an irrelevant organisation, it
had proved its critics wong.

"How el se can we explain the willingness of countries in Northeast Asia
and South Asia to hold dialogues with us? In fact, nany outside the region
have expressed the desire to be a nmenber of Asean,"” he said.

However, Dr Mahathir reninded Asean that it should not rest on its
 aurels.

"We need to address our challenges squarely ...we need to have the
political will and conmitnent to continue to nurture and nourish Asean
into an Asean community.

"Here, we can take a leaf fromthe process which led to the formation,
ultimately, of the European Union."

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia, as a foundi ng nenber of Asean, renmined
conmitted to the regional grouping, adding that while it renmmined open and
progressive, it nust continue to deepen relations with East Asia.

"An East Asian conmunity, with Asean at its core, is inevitable. It is
i nportant that we as Asean play our part to drive this co-operation in the
right direction.”

He also told Asean nenbers they should not disregard nor erode Asean's
principles that had kept the nenbers together

"The principles of non-interference, consensus-based decision naking
nati onal and regional resilience, respect for national sovereignty, the
renunci ation of the threat of the use of force in the settlement of
di fferences and disputes, nust always be upheld by Asean countries," he
sai d.

Megawati |ater presented Dr Mahathir with a franmed picture of the
| eaders present, which was taken earlier in a photography session.
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