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Asean | eaders in Tokyo to comenorate relations with Japan

Ashraf Abdul | ah

LEADERS of the 10 Asean nations have gathered in Tokyo to comenorate the
regi onal grouping's three decades of relations with Japan, its nost

i mportant trading partner after the United States.

This is the first ever conmenorative sunmit with a dialogue partner in
Asean's history of external relations, and the first sunmt to be held
out si de Asean.

The relations with Japan, which was a nere dial ogue partner in 1973
have grown by |eaps and bounds. Today, it is one of the main donor nations
and has contributed i mensely in terns of technical and devel opnent
assi stance to Asean.

At this Tokyo Sunmit, leaders will sign the Tokyo Declaration and the
Joint Plan of Action to enhance relations between the two sides. Japan
will allocate sone US$3 billion (RML1.4 billion) for technical assistance
| oans and grants for Asean nenbers to enhance bilateral and regiona
devel opnent .

The summit, which will be held at the Gei hi nkan State Guest House, will
be co-chaired by Japanese Prime M nister Junichiro Koizum and |ndonesian
Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri, in her capacity as current chairnman of
Asean.

The | eaders woul d take stock of 30 years of Asean-Japan relations as
wel | as exchange views on strengthening and deepening their relations

According to diplomats, the Tokyo summit is expected to provide further
impetus to the rapidly accelerating drive towards an Asian bond market.

Japan hopes to start trade talks with Ml aysia, the Philippines and
Thailand at the Tokyo summt.

Tal ks on econom ¢ partnership agreements would follow, going beyond free
trade pacts to include investnent and other itens, to add to Tokyo's
exi sting one with Singapore.

The summit will offer an opportunity for Japan to cenment the existing
bond with Southeast Asian nations and show the world that its relations
with Asean will not take a back seat despite the regional grouping' s

pursuit of stronger ties with other Asian nations such as India, China and
Sout h Kor ea.

To boost confidence, Japan should pronptly accede to Asean's Treaty of
Amity and Co-operation.

By signing the TAC, Japan will conmit itself to Asean's |ong-standing
principle of non-use of threat or force to solve disputes.

Japan has every reason to sign TAC because China and India have done so
and Russia will follow suit next year

TAC, signed by |eaders of Asean countries on Feb 24, 1976, was ained at
pronoti ng perpetual peace, everlasting amty and co-operation anong
menbers.

It is guided by the follow ng principles:

* mutual respect for the independence, sovereignty, equality,
territorial integrity and national identity of all nations;

* the right of every country to lead its national existence free from
external interference, subversion or coercion

* non-interference in the internal affairs of one another;

* settlenment of disputes by peaceful neans

* renunciation of the threat or use of force; and

* effective co-operation anong thensel ves.



Japan should see China's accession to TAC and Russia's inpending
accession as an incentive as both are permanent menbers of the Security
Council. East Asia's views on international issues can be conveyed by
China to the Security Council.

But because accession to TAC woul d require approval of the Japanese
Parliament and the Enperor's assent, it is unlikely that Japan will be
able to sign the treaty at this summt.

I nstead, Japan mght sign a political instrunent agreeing to accede to
TAC at a later date.

Di pl omats say Japan should also work with Asean in supporting the
latter's regional integration drive through the Initiative for Asean
I ntegration and sub-regional growmh areas in Asean such as the Meskong
Basin and the Brunei-Indonesi a- Mal aysi a- Phi |l i ppi nes East Asian G owth
Ar ea.

This will benefit both sides as a nore prosperous Southeast Asia will
ensure a nore prosperous Japan.

For a nore effective Southeast Asia-Northeast Asia relations, Japan
should play a nore inportant role in ensuring the formation of a fornal
East - Asi an grouping as envisaged by former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamead.

The inplenmentation of ad-hoc projects under the Asean+3 processes is
sinmply not enough. A Fornmal East Asia grouping is inportant to ensure a
nore neani ngful and strategic collaboration for regional developnment. It
will also give East Asian nations a stronger voice in international
foruns.

Japan is keen to have an East Asian Conmunity by year 2050. But for now
| eaders nust deci de whether an Asean+3 Summit should be held soon.

The summit itself will give Abdullah, for whom di pl onmacy comes
naturally, the opportunity to neet and exchange ideas with other |eaders.
This will be the first time that he will be neeting the other |eaders
since taking office as Prinme Mnister on Cct 31.

The other leaders will be eager to know Mal aysia's direction and new
regional policies fromthe horse's nouth, so to speak.
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