03/10/ 2003
20 divorce-via-SM5 cases heard in Sel angor Syariah court since 1999

Farush Khan

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - The hotly-debated di vorce-vi a- SM5 case whi ch nmade
headl i nes in Gonbak earlier this year was not the first to be heard in a
Syariah court.

Since 1999, 20 simlar cases have appeared before the Sel angor Syariah
court.

State Syariah chief judge Datuk Zohdi Toha, who reveal ed this today,
said out of the 20, sone had been rejected while a nunber of marriages had
been annul | ed.

Zohdi was speaking at the launch of the Syariah Lower Court, the State
e-syariah and a one-day semnar on Islamc |law by the Sultan of Sel angor
Sul t an Sharafuddin Idris Shah.

The event, at the Shah Al am O ub, was attended by Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo, State |eaders and senior government officials.

Di vorce through SM5 (short nessage service) attracted attention in July
when the Gonbak Syariah court declared the nethod valid, provided that
there was verification by the court.

This led to a raging public debate, with many insisting that divorce via
SM5 was an insult to women.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had expressed concern
saying that serious matters |ike marital problenms and di vorce shoul d be
handl ed i n person.

The Cabinet on July 30 decided that it was not right for Malaysian
Muslimnmen to divorce their wives by nmerely sending text nessages via
nobi l e tel ephones as it was contrary to their culture and agai nst the
spirit of the syariah

It also planned to pass new |l aws to prevent divorce pronouncenments via
the SM5 and ot her nodern technologies |ike e-mail and fax.

Zohdi cl ai med di vorce via SM5 had taken place in other States, but the
ones in Selangor received wi der publicity.

Syariah judges, he said, would not blindly accept conplaints of divorce
via the SMs.

"They would listen to both parties (husbands and wi ves) before making
any decision."

Zohdi al so announced that Sel angor Syariah Court would now be known as
Jabat an Kehaki man Syari ah Sel angor
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