05/ 06/ 2003

Asi an values in new world order

ONE of the npst |anentable |eftovers of European col onisation and

doni nation of Asian countries has to be the ready acquiescence to the
notion that "Wst is best". Despite having descended from some of the
earliest civilisations on earth, Asians are sonehow up against a
psychol ogi cal barrier when they |ook at values and systens coming from the
West, acceding to them ungrudgingly nost of the tine.

This easy acceptance has in nany ways precluded notions of an Asian
di nension to a new world order - never nmind the fact that Asia is home to
nore than two-thirds of mankind and sone of today's nost vibrant
econoni es. Unfortunately, nost people recognise the potential of Asia
playing a lead role but are doing nothing about it. And it is even nore
unfortunate that Asians thenselves are not rising to the chall enge posed
by the few who dare to speak up about it, including Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad. The first |eader to have done so was India's Jawaharlal Nehru
nmore than five decades ago.

The Prinme Mnister's speech at the 15th anniversary synposium of the
Institute for International Policy Studies in Tokyo on Tuesday was yet
another forthright rem nder to Asians that they had to learn to be nore
critical of ideas and concepts conming out of the West or they would never
play a nmeaningful role in reshaping a new world order. It is clear that at
the nonent, ideas, values and systens which have been accepted by the
worl d are of European origin. And the Europeans claimthat their val ues
are in fact universal values, while Asian values that go against theirs
are either wong or inferior.

But Asians need to ponder sone of the inperfections of Wstern val ues
and systens, about the failures which had caused themto discard sone of
their nethods and about the harnful ideas in several of their concepts -
among them nmarket liberalisation and deregulation. Are these the systens
Asi ans should accede to just because they are Western in origin? Japan,
for instance, has had its own fornula for success. Perhaps it could play a
role in enhancing this formula beyond its borders and hel p overcone the
psychol ogi cal barrier suffered by the rest of Asia in dealing with Western
val ues.
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