16/ 12/ 2003
"East Asian nations must forgive to progress

Ashraf Abdul I ah

EAST Asi an countries nust be able to forgive each other for their past
atrocities and work together to achieve their own destiny, former Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad sai d yesterday.

He said East Asian countries should emulate the French and the Germans
who, despite being bitter enem es for hundreds of years, had built new
relations for the sake of wealth creation and peace.

"War, big or small, is no | onger an option for anyone. The nobney bei ng
spent on the devel oprment, production and equi pnent of so-called defence
forces are a waste, for the rich as well as the poor," he said at the
I naugural meeting of the East Asia Forumthened "East Asian Comunity,
Peace, Prosperity and Progress in East Asia: Chall enges and Vision"

The forum which was attended by academ ci ans, thinkers and senior civil
servants, was opened by Sout h Korean President Roh Mbo- Hyun.

Several other forner heads of state and governnment spoke at the event.
They were former South Korean President KimDae-jung, former Vietnanese
Prime M nister Vo Van Kiet and forner Japanese Prine M nister Hata
Tsut onu.

Dr Mahathir said in East Asia, there were many countries which had been
at war with each other, sone repeatedly, but to have peace these countries
must learn fromhistory that war woul d not resolve their disputes.

"Li ke the French and Germans, they nust be prepared to forget past
enmity and strive for a newrel ationship between them a relationship
based on friendshi p and co-operation for nutual benefit.

"If we can progress to the stage when the wars and t he nmassacres of the
past no longer fill our m nds when we neet each other then peace woul d
becone nore possible in the region,” he added.

He said East Asian nations should not fear superpower from outside the
regi on and shoul d assure thensel ves that Asia was too big for even the
strongest to conquer and rule.

"So it is really not worthwhile equipping our forces with heavy and
expensi ve weapons. Instead, with the powerful econom c clout that we have,
we shoul d toget her ensure that our rights are upheld. In the process peace
i s mai ntai ned and econom ¢ growt h sust ai ned. "

Therefore, he said, East Asian nations should instead focus on economc
co- operati on between t hem

"We have nade a good start with the Asean+3 foruns. W now have the
financial co-operation in the formof Swap Arrangenents and the Asia Bond
Mar ket .

"We are now wor ki ng on the Asean-Nort heast Asia Free Trade Agreenent.
Slowy, we are progressing towards the East Asia Econom c Group," he said
He added that the EAEG which he proposed 12 years ago, was nerely a
forumfor consultation on matters of common interest and not the sane as

t he European Union or its predecessor, the European Econoni c Comunity.

"It is up to the East Asian countries to decide. It is their future. If
ot hers can deci de what they want to do for their future, the East Asians
have as much right to do so.

"I't nust be enphasi sed that there should be no Nato equivalent in the
East Asian Comunity.

"W shoul d not design a defence pact which invariably inplies that we
have an eneny and we want to prepare to fight that eneny. And that eneny
will likewi se prepare to fight us."



I nstead, he said, forces fromEast Asia should act according to each
country's policies and conm t nent.

"Largely they should be for internal security. The countries of East
Asi a shoul d agree to reduce their arned forces and the sophistication of
their weapons. An arns race nust be avoi ded, by agreenent.”
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