19/ 02/ 2003

“Economic relations equally inportant’

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Wile the Non-Aligned Movenent was established for
political reasons, the econom c relations of nenmber countries are of equal
i nportance, particularly under the current gl obal environment.

As such, the NAM Business Forum to be held on Feb 23-24, wll focus on
the issues of strengthening bilateral co-operation, rebuilding
conpetitiveness and sustaini ng econom c grow h.

The two-day forumwi ll not only wtness captains of industries
di scussing i ssues of comon concerns, but also heads of state or
government who have been invited to take part in the plenary session and
| uncheon address.

South African President Thabo Mdeki, Thai Prime M nister Thaksin
Shinawatra, Indian Prime Mnister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and | ndonesian
Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri are expected to take part in a special NAM
| eaders' session on "Renmaki ng NAM enhanci ng co-operation, building
bri dges".

Cuban President Fidel Castro is also expected to deliver a specia
address at the forum

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will deliver the opening
addr ess.

Anot her special mnisterial session on "Facilitating trade and
i nvestnent |inks anbng Sout h-South countries: The Way Forward" is also
part of the agenda.

The speakers include Sudan M nister of Finance and National Econony
Al zubai r Ahned El hassan, Indian Mnister of Comrerce and Industry Arun
Jaitley and South Africa's Mnister of Public Enterprises Jeffrey T.
Radebe.

Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak will present a talk on "The
Mal aysi an Mbdel of Devel opnent Devel opnent, Peace and Stability in
Mul tiracial Nation."

O her topics that will be discussed include enhancing South-South
countries co-operation, global governance and capacity building in the
face of globalisation

There will also be parallel sessions and sectoral workshops on smart
partnership in key sectors such as energy and infrastructure, infornation
and conmmuni cations technol ogy, capital narkets and finance.

Bankers and heads of conglonerates from India, |ndonesia, China, South
Africa, Bangladesh and Hong Kong are expected to take part in the parallel
sessi ons.

Asli said the NAM Busi ness Forum woul d bring together entrepreneurs,
captains of industry, professional and corporate managers.

Busi ness mat chmaki ng sessions and sectoral sessions will also facilitate
busi ness interaction and interchange of ideas and information.

"The NAM Busi ness Forum wi |l hopefully contribute towards a nutual
sharing of comon interests, hopes and opportunities for our conmon
future," it added.
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