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Australia sees better ties with Abdullah at the helm

MRI, Mn. - Australia is optimstic that diplomatic and bilateral ties
with Malaysia will be |ess cantankerous under the new Ml aysi an
admi ni stration.

Australian H gh Commi ssioner to Mal aysia James Wse said Australia was
| ooking forward to better diplomatic and bilateral ties with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi at the helm

He said Australia expected co-operation in education and trade to
i mprove further under Abdull ah.

"Abdullah is held in high esteemin Australia. He is a no stranger to
the Australian people," he said after visiting Curtin University of
Technol ogy, Sarawak canpus in Senadin, near here, today.

Mal aysia and Australia enjoys cordial relations but bilateral ties
bet ween both nations were at the |owest point after forner Australian
Prime Mnister Paul Keating called former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Moharmed "recalcitrant” when the latter refused to attend the first Asia-
Paci fic Econom c Co-operation sumit in Jakarta in 1991.

Dr Mahathir recently chided Australia for playing the role of "deputy
sheriff" to the United States in the region, describing Australia as "some
sort of transplant” in the region.
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