21/ 06/ 2003

“Menbers have option involving party posts

UWNO vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak, while agreeing that the Umo
constitution allows contests in the party, said nmenbers had the option of
foll owi ng the convention when deciding who should fill the party's top
posts.

"Constitutionally, it (contest) is allowed, but we are talking about
going by tradition and convention," he said in response to a suggestion by
former deputy president Tun Ghafar Baba that contest for party deputy
presi dent should be all owed.

Najib said party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and his deputy
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi had given advice about the need to
respect and adhere to the party's tradition and convention.

He al so said that due consideration would be given to suggestions to
strengthen the party's code of ethics to deal with nmenmbers who did not
adhere to party discipline, in the event that there were contests for the
top posts.

"There are various things that are not allowed under the code of ethics,
but the question is how they can be strictly enforced,"” he said, adding
that a nenber could be sacked if he went against the code of ethics.

Anot her vice-president, Tan Sri Mhyiddin Yassin, said it was inportant
for Umo | eaders and nenbers to give a 100 per cent endorsenment to the
choi ce of candidate for the party's nunber two post.

"It is true that in terns of procedure, the post can be contested

However, Dr Mahathir has grounds to say that the post be |eft
unchal | enged.

"Can we, for once, abide by our beloved president's advice? No contest
does not nean that we do not respect nenbers' w sh or that we are side-
lining denocracy. This is, after all, for unity and strength of the
party."

It would help avoid a split in Umo, Mihyiddin added.

"Qur president wants to avoid political conflicts which can endanger the
party as past experience had shown how these had badly affected the party.
"Al though the party will recover (after the conflict), it will take a
long time for the wound to heal. This, indirectly, will affect the party

and unity in Umo," Mihyiddin said.

"If we call ourselves |loyal Umo nenbers, we should |eave the post
unchal | enged to prevent a split and jostling for posts."

Umo Youth chief Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein said menbers should bear in
mnd that a snooth transition in the party |eadership was necessary to
ensure that the party renained strong and united.

He added that party |eaders had repeatedly rem nded nmenbers about the
negative inplications if there were contests for the top posts.

Concurring with H shammuddi n, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil
Yaakob said the overall npbod anpbng the del egates was that a contest for
the top posts should be avoided.
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