17/ 10/ 2003

Award in recogniton of Dr M| aunched

THE O C s Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture (lrcica)
yesterday |aunched an academic award in recognition of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's contribution to the Muslins' cultural devel opment and
academi c research.

Called "The Mahathir Award for Islamic Studies", it will be presented
once every four years to the best Doctor of Philosophy thesis on the
Musl i m worl d.

| stanbul - based Ircica director-general Professor Dr Eknel eddin |hsanoglu
said the award was ainmed at pronoting studies on Islamc cultures and
civilisation anmong young schol ars.

According to him the first recognition would be devoted to research on
the Malay worl d.

The award, to be granted begi nning 2005, will be presented to three
young PhD schol ars whose dissertations were conpleted between 2000 and
2004.

| hsanoglu said the award was a nodest step towards perpetuating Dr
Mahat hir's spirit and m ssion.

"Your benevol ent deeds towards devel oping culture, arts and sciences
have made your country a |eading experience in the Muslimworld and a
source of inspiration for Muslimintellectuals," he said when announcing
the award.

I hsanoglu later presented Dr Mahathir a plate bearing a calligraphic
witing of a hadith that reads, "The nost blessed of mankind is the one
nost beneficial to mankind".



	Award in recogniton of Dr M launched (NST 17/10/2003)

