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“Adequate laws to deal with torture of maids in Mlaysia

BERI TA Harian took a strong view on clains of discrimnation, abuse and
torture of Indonesian nmaids in Ml aysia.

Its editorial on Tuesday argued that if it was true that in January
al one, 149 maids had sought refuge at the Indonesian enbassy from crue
enpl oyers, firm action nust be taken to address the matter.

The paper said |Indonesia should restassured that Ml aysian |aws are
adequate to deal with errant enpl oyers, regardless of their nationalities.
Many enployers, it noted, had been punished for their inhunane action
before this.

"Any form of abuse and torture against mamids, if proven, wll be
severely dealt with as provided under the law," it said when commenting on
the decision by the Indonesian Covernnent to freeze the sending of naids
to Mal aysia and several other countries for two nonths followi ng reports
of abuse.

The landslide at Taman Hillview in Anmpang | ast Novenber which killed
ei ght people hit the front page of Berita Harian again yesterday. It was
on the findings of an investigation into the incident which flattened the
hone of forner Arned Forces chief Tan Sri Ismail Omar. The report
identified an abandoned project on top of the hill as the cause,
concluding the hillside could not withstand the weight of the project.

The paper said the report was being studied by the Cabinet.

In a related story, the Taman Hillview Residents Action Committee called
on the authorities to nake public the report. Al though the incident
happened nore than 100 days ago, the committee argued residents were stil
living in fear and anxiety as they were in the dark whether the area was
safe or not.

Ut usan Ml aysia conducted a street poll on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's proposal that the Kedah administrative capital be
shifted from Alor Star to Langkaw .

There was mnixed reaction fromthe public, with many calling for a
conprehensive study to be carried out. One of the suggestions was that
government servants to be stationed in Langkawi be provided with housing
like in Putrajaya.

An assistant systens anal yst, Abdul Kadir Mahnood, disagreed with the
idea, and listed transportation between the island and nainland as his
mai n concern. The paper analysed the proposal in its editorial yesterday,
saying the suitability of other state adm nistrative capitals should al so
be consi dered.

It said in nobst cases, the capitals also functioned as the centre for
trade, commerce, education, recreation, sports and a nyriad of other
activities, leading to congestion and space constraints

The cities of Georgetown, |poh, Serenban, Ml acca and Johor Baru were
cited as exanples by the paper.

"We are not calling for all state capitals to be rel ocated. Perhaps what
is needed now is to nove the adminisrative centre to a nore suitable
area."



	`Adequate laws to deal with torture of maids in Malaysia' (NST 06/03/2003)

